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Research Purpose

In order to investigate the actual status, in human rights terms, of the local youth, the comparative study in the context of international standards is conducted in accordance with the youth human rights index.

The present research aims at discovering the policy direction and the political tasks capable of enhancing the youth’s human rights.

Research Content 

An investigation into the categories of youth human right indicators for international comparison.

The survey on the actual status of youth human rights in Korea (2008).

An analysis of the current status of youth human rights in Korea, China, Japan, USA, and Sweden.

A comparative study between Korea and other four foreign countries (Korea, China, Japan, USA, Sweden).
Research Result

-Survival Rights Category: according to the survey results, Korean youths, when compared to international standards in the equivalent categories, have a relatively low level of awareness of health protection measures, such as, frequent health inspectiones, exercise, and regular sleeping hours.
-Protection Rights Category: the survey indicated that the amount of physical punishment of youths (by teachers, parents, etc) has reached a hazardous level and become a serious social problem.

Those youths who had part-time jobs experienced improper working conditions (working hours and pay). Furthermore, the majority of youths pointed to discrimination by gender, school record, financial status, and appearance being a feature of their daily lives.

-Development Rights Category: According to the survey on emotional development rights, Korean youths had the highest level of mental agony from the five countries (Korea, China, Japan, USA, and Sweden). The most common reason for mental agony was ‘anxiety about academic grades’. 65.5% of Korean youths reported that they were not interested in attending school.
-Youth Participation Rights Category: The level of social participation of youth in Korea was very low compared to the other five countries. However, the level of youth’s awareness of social participation was positively high. This result points to the desirability of providing adequate support for promoting social participation. 

Political Suggestion

-The establishment of a general plan for children's and youth's human rights policy.

-Regular surveys on the actual status of children's and youth's human rights, and a production of the human rights index based on that status.

-The expansion of education on human rights.

- Building the youth human rights monitoring system.

