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Research Purpose

This research was conducted to analyze how youths define their generation through a group comparison study between elementary, middle, high school and college students.
Research Content

-A survey investigating youth’s perception of their generation.

-A survey investigating youth’s perception of education.

-A survey investigating the current status of youth’s information usage and youth’s consciousness on Internet cyberspace.

-An analysis of the data on youth’s social participation related to ‘the 2008 Candle-lit Rallies’.

Research Result

By looking at the results of the survey on how youths define their generation, the study found that most of the respondents defined themselves as an ‘Information-related Generation’ (644 respondents out of 3,519, which are 18%).
The results of the survey on educational consciousness showed that youths still set a high value on ‘credentialism’ and academic achievements. 80% of the respondents thought that a bachelor’s degree was essential to social success. The younger the respondents were, the stronger was their conviction in that respect.
The survey on the current status of information usage showed that youths spent most of THE/THEIR time on watching television.

Most of the youths were inclined to believe that Internet cyberspace was highly addictive and that it also exposed them to unchecked privacy violation threats. Immorality and abusive comments were also pointed out by the respondents as common features of Internet cyberspace. 

Interviews held with those youths who participated in ‘the 2008 candle-lit rallies’ displayed that these individuals used the Internet as a place for sharing and accessing information about the mad cow disease and the candle-lit rallies. Most notably, online-cafes and the news, accessed through the major portal sites, had a considerable impact on youths.
Political Suggestion
To strengthen the communication with youths, the various online sites which youths frequently access have to be monitored.

Citizen-education programs which can help youths grow up to be ‘good democratic citizens’ should be provided.

