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Research Purpose: 

-To ascertain the actual status of human rights violations in cyberspace through the survey on Internet chatting among the youth.

-To indicate how Internet chatting among the youth can be a factor in the violations of human rights.

-To analyze how the experience of human rights violations affects youth's consciousness and attitudes.
-To develop a remedial plan to prevent or minimize human rights violations in cyberspace.
Research Content

-The current status of human rights violations of youth in cyberspace.

-An analysis of the existing legal system and foreign laws for the control of human rights violations in cyberspace.

-A proposal for the remedial plan to prevent human rights violations perpetrated on the youth in cyberspace.
Research Result

Through a nationwide questionnaire survey among domestic students, the research aimed to ascertain how youth's human rights are being violated in cyberspace.  The highest number of responses was in the questionnaire category of ‘insulting comments in cyberspace’. 22.4% of the youth have experienced rights violations of this category. The next category by number of responses was ‘sexual harassment’ in cyberspace. 7.3% of the respondent have experienced violations of this category.  From among the other major categories of violations, ‘Internet fraud’ (7.2%), ‘dissemination of private pictures and video clips’ (7.0%), ‘blackmail’ (6.2%), ‘pornographic Spam’ (4.5%), and ‘sex trade solicitations’ (4.3%) followed with their respective percentages.

According to the survey, most of the youth agreed that heavier legal sanctions should be introduced to deal with these human rights violations in cyberspace. Moreover, 61.4 % of the youth pointed out that ‘identity theft in cyberspace’ was a serious Internet crime meriting the imposition of heavy legal sanctions.

With regard to the effects of Internet human rights violations, the highest rate of respondent victims indicated psychological shock, such as, anger, depression, and anxiety as the consequences of these violations.

Political Suggestion

The research made a number of recommendations for regulation around this issue.
-‘Media Literacy and Protection for Youth’ legislation regulating the harmfulness of the content available in cyberspace should be introduced.

-With regard to the technological control method, youth addiction problems related to Internet games and chatting have to be prevented by adopting a ‘usage time limit system’. Moreover, to regulate the inflow of harmful content, filtering programs for youth have to be widely distributed and appropriately adopted.

-Media literacy education programs on online safety have to be expanded.

