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High school experiences and transitions to adulthood of non-college—bound youth: Focusing on general high school graduates

ABSTRACT

High school experiences and transitions to adulthood of
non-college-bound youth: Focusing on general high

school graduates

XXX

Nahm, Jaewook™ - Kim, Youngjin®™ - Yun, Tae-Young™* - Jo, Eunjin

This study explores the high school experiences and post-graduation transitions
of general high school graduates who did not pursue higher education. Using
a case study approach, we conducted in-depth interviews with eight general and
two vocational high school graduates in Sejong City, analyzing data through the
concepts of hidden and null curricula. Our results show that collective pressure
to see college as the “normal” path, negative perceptions of non-college-bound
students, and limits on individualized career preparation operate as a hidden
curriculum. Career and independent living education were marginalized as part
of the null curriculum, leaving students underprepared for adult life. Participants
reported alienation and anxiety, adopted strategies ranging from compliance to
resistance, yet commonly entered the labor market with limited support. This study
highlights the institutional nature of general high school curricula, repositions
non-college-bound youth as active agents, and calls for recognition, inclusion,
and integrated lifelong career guidance and life-skills education to support

diverse transitions to adulthood.
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