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Background Social Inequality Research 1/2

Adolescence Adulthood
* Socioeconomic & * Education

demographic * Occupation
background ¢ Income

i E
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Background Social Inequality Research 2/2

Adolescence Adulthood

+ Socioeconomic & Life * Education

demographic i ¢ Occupation
packoround Transitions . Incon?e

Byeongdon (Don) Oh

Who Is an Adult? 1/3
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Who Is an Adult? 2/3

Byeongdon (Don) Oh

Who is an Adult? 3/3

Legal adulthood # Socioeconomic adulthood

* Adolescents are legally * Around age 19, most young
recognized as adults at the Koreans graduate from high
age of 19 in South Korea school and start
(hereafter referred to as transitioning into
Korea). socioeconomic adulthood

0 Q1. What distinct life transition pathways emerge from adolescence to
adulthood in Korea?
oRA0]

Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 5
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Transitions to Adulthood Traditional Societies

Education

U Big five transitions (Settersten, 2007) _
EDU Completion

Employment Z.\\: 8 Parenthood

Socioeconomic
Adulthood“

Residential

independence L Varriage

Byeongdon (Don) Oh : 6

Transitions to Adulthood Industrialized Societies

Education

O Emerging adulthood (Amett, 2000) :
completion

» Ages 18 to 25 (or up to 29)

Employment

Socioeconomic
Adulthood /

Residential
independence

Byeongdon (Don) Oh it 7
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Emerging Adulthood Theoretical Debates

Five distinguishing features ST Y Diversity and heterogeneity

* |dentity exploration * Social class

* Instability ¢ Educational attainment
o Self-focus

* Feeling in-between * Gender

¢ Possibilities/optimism * Race/ethnicity

0 Q2. How do transition pathways from adolescence to adulthood differ by
social class, education, and gender in Korea?
ORA0]

Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 8

Emerging Adulthood Korean Case 1/2

U Korea, as a highly industrialized country, offers a unique context to
examine emerging adulthood.

High-stakes college
entrance competition

Postponed or
foregone marriage

Youth employment
crisis

Widening Gap

Ultra-low
fertility

Skyrocketing housing
prices

Byeongdon (Don) Oh it 9
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Emerging Adulthood Korean Case 2/2

U Korea, as a highly industrialized country, offers a unique context to

examine emerging adulthood.

Education
completion

Employment

Residential
independence

+ Military service
(Men only)

oR0)

Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 10

Research Questions

U Q1. What distinct life Education Employment  Residential  Military service
completion independence  (Men only)

transition pathways emerge
from adolescence to
adulthood in Korea?

* Timing and sequence of four
transitions

0 Q2. How do transition
pathways from adolescence
to adulthood differ by social
class, education, and gender
in Korea?

Byeongdon (Don) Oh

CLA
4
Social

class

]

ATT GEN
4
Educational Gender
attainment
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Methods Data

U Data

» Korea Children and Youth Panel
Survey 2010 (KCYPS 2010)

o National Youth Policy Institute (NYPI)

9y

o Main surveys: 2010-2016

Main

KCYPS 2010
Follow-up

DVs +8 year A

+7year.
+6 year,l’
+5 year
+4 year @’
+3 year @’

#2year™  Age 191t0 26
+1 year @

o Follow-up surveys: 2017-2023

* Final sample size
o Men: 269

IVs

8 grade
7" grade

10" grade
9 grade

12 grade
111 grade

Age 13-18 |

o Women: 326

Byeongdon (Don) Oh

20
20.
2

O 0O 0000 o0 o o o
N & & & & N & & N«

Methods Timing and Sequence

U Dependent variables

Are you enrolled
in school?
@ Are you employed? (Yes or No)

Are you living apart
from your parents?

(Yes or No)

(Yes or No)

Byeongdon (Don) Oh
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Methods Timing and Sequence
Person A Person B
[ I N T R R B Educations| [ |
1 T T T T T 1 Attinment S—T—T1T ] T
HSG HSG
L1 @ [ |> Employment
I — T T 1 o — — —
HSG HSG
I T R Im Residential | | |
T T T 1 I | Independence [ | | L
HSG HSG
(/ M
N w R R N Military I N
| | | | | | | ] Service | | | | | |
HSG HSG
[ORAD
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 14

Methods Timing and Sequence

U Dependent variables

Are you enrolled

in school? (Yes orNoj 2

Are you employed? (Yes or No) 2
24 for 8 years = (24)®

Are you living apart

from your parents? (Y6 ©"No) 2

= 4,294,967,296

Are you serving

in the military? (Yes or No) 2

Byeongdon (Don) Oh
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(ESER

of Education, Employment, and Independence, Among Young Korean Men and Women
SSSSESS S SN\ S

Methods DVs: LLCA 1/3

U Dependent variables
* Longitudinal Latent Class Analysis (LLCA)

» Latent Class Analysis (LCA) is a person-centered approach that categorizes
respondents into mutually exclusive latent classes.

» Each latent class analysis defined by a unique pattern of responses across the
observed variables.

» When variables are repeatedly measured over multiple time points, it becomes
essential to account for correlations among these repeated measures, making
Longitudinal Latent Class Analysis (LLCA) an appropriate method.

N FHIE=N

* However, the results should be interpreted with caution, as LLCA is a data-
driven, exploratory technique.

Byeongdon (Don) Oh Pt ) 16

Methods DVs: LLCA 2/3

U Dependent variables
* Longitudinal Latent Class Analysis (LLCA)

1
Class A

3cases — 2classes

EE
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 17
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Methods DVs: LLCA 3/3

U Dependent variables
* Longitudinal Latent Class Analysis (LLCA)

Narcissus

Byeongdon (Don) Oh Pt ) 18

Methods Vs

U Independent variables

Family income (percentile)

CLA Social

class

Parents' educational attainment (percentile)

Graduated from academic high school
T Educational

attainment
Enrolled in four-year college

U GEN Gender: Models are estimated separately for men and women

ok AD)
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 19
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O

Results Descriptive Statistics: Men and Women

-0-Education -0-Employment -A-Independence %~ Military service

All women All men
(100%) (100%)

1.0
0.9
0.8
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.4
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.0

Item-Response Probability

1234567812345¢6738
Year

[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 20

Results Women: LLCA

-0-Education -0-Employment -A-Independence

Early Stepwise Delayed Extended
employment (18.1%) Transition (36.8%) independence (24.2%) education (20.9%)

o e =
© © o

o
l,'.r’ IEIIERE]
|

Item-Response Probability
o O O
o (o> B

0.4
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.0

12345678123456781234567812345¢6738

Year
Byeongdon (Don) Oh I.EF E, 21
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Results Women: Social Class & LLCA

u Parents' educational attainment (percentile) u Family income (percentile)

Early Stepwise Delayed Extended
employment (17.1%) Transition (36.8%) independence (24.2%) education (20.9%)

60
55
50
45
40
3
3
2
2

Percentile
S &

—
o o o

Byeongdon (Don) Oh Pt ] 22

Results Women: Educational Attainment & LLCA

B Graduated from academic high school (%) 1 Enrolled in four-year college (%)
Early Stepwise Delayed Extended
employment (17.1%) Transition (36.8%) independence (24.2%) education (20.9%)
100
90
80
t 70 = —— = —— - —1
V]
° 60
e
50
40
30
20
10
0
EE
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 23
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Results Women: Multinomial Logistic Regression

U Relative Risk Ratio
Stepwise transition Delayed independence Extended education
over over over
Early employment Early employment Early employment
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model2 ~ Model 1 Model 2
Social class
Parents' educational attainment
(percentle 1011 1007 1019 1014 1019 1015 x
Family income (percentie) 1011 1003 1013 1005 1018  1.011 2
Educational attainment 2
Graduated from academic high
sdb] 1.098 2.264 0.761
Enrolled in four-year college 32.775 16.475 33.059
Note: Red Bold p < .05
[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 24
Results Men: LLCA
-0-Education -0-Employment -A- Independence <~ Military service
Military-to- Military-to- Returning-to- Education-
employment (17.1%) education (21.6%) education (41.6%) first (19.7%)
20 T T
;: 0.9 T
.5 0.8
o 07
9
¢ 0.6
8
& 05
[
€04
353 0.3
0.2
0.1 )
00 &%
123456781
5
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Results Men: Social Class & LLCA

u Parents' educational attainment (percentile) u Family income (percentile)
Military-to- Military-to- Returning-to- Education-
employment (17.1%) education (21.6%) education (41.6%) first (19.%)

Byeongdon (Don) Oh Pt ] 26

60
55
50
45
40
35
3
2
2

Percentile

—
o o o1 O

Results Men: Educational Attainment & LLCA

B Graduated from academic high school (%) 1 Enrolled in four-year college (%)
Military-to- Military-to- Returning-to- Education-
employment (17.1%) education (21.6%) education (41.6%) first (19.%)

100
20
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Percent

Byeongdon (Don) Oh 4 fiet 27
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Results Men: Multinomial Logistic Regression
U Relative Risk Ratio
Military-to-education ~ Returning-to-education Education-first
over over over
Military-to-employment  Military-to-employment  Military-to-employment
Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2
Social class
Parents' educational attainment
(percentie) 1009 1000  1.017 1006  1.020 1010
Family income (percentie) 1022 1017 1020 1015  1.024 1019
Educational attainment
Graduated from academic high
- 5.386 2.329 5.011
Enrolled in four-year college 6.608 17.413 10.150
Note: Red Bold p < .05
[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 28

Discussion Divergent Pathways

emerging adulthood.

O This study investigates the transition pathways to adulthood among
Korean young adults aged 19 to 26, a period commonly referred to as

O Four distinct pathways were identified separately for men and women.

* Military-to-employment
* Military-to-education

* Returning-to-education
¢ Education-first

* Early employment

o Stepwise transition

* Delayed independence
¢ Extended education

Byeongdon (Don) Oh it 29
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Discussion Gender

O Differences by gender

* The completion of education and entry into *
the labor market occur later for men GDR R w
compared to women. '
o Military service mandatory for men

to occur later for women.

* In contrast, residential independence tends
o Gendered social norms

Byeongdon (Don) Oh Pt ) 30

Discussion Social Class & Education

U Differences by social class

* Young adults from higher social class
backgrounds tend to prioritize education over CLA w
employment during their early transition to
adulthood.

J Differences by educational attainment

* The relationship between social class and the
CLA  ATT w transition to adulthood is mediated by
educational attainment.

Byeongdon (Don) Oh it 3




)i = w2l Diverging Pathways: A Longitudinal Latent Class Analysis of Education, Employment, and Independence, Among Young Korean Men and Women

Results Intersectionality 1/3

-0-Education -0-Employment -A-Independence ~%~ Military service
Military-to- Military-to- Returning-to- Education-
employment (17.1%) education (21.6%) education (41.6%) first (19.7%)
30 il 7
;; 0.9 i
.g 0.8
o 07
b
c 0.6
2
& 05
]
€ 04
E 0.3
0.2
0.1 O
123456781
[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 32
Discussion Intersectionality 2/3
-0-Education -0-Employment -A-Independence
Early Stepwise Delayed Extended

employment (18.1%) Transition (36.8%) independence (24.2%) education (20.9%)

Item-Response Probability

12345678123456781234567812345¢6738
Year

ok AD)
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Discussion Intersectionality 3/3

U Intersectionality of gender and class in
independent living

» Potential causes of delayed independent

@ living among women

» Early employment

2 O o Lack of economic capacity
o Responsibility for assisting parents
* Delayed independence
o Extended support from affluent parents
[ E

Byeongdon (Don) Oh it 34

Discussion Implications 1/2

Five distinguishing features Y3 Diversity and heterogeneity

o |dentity exploration * Social class

* Instability * Educational attainment
o Self-focus

* Feeling in-between ¢ Gender

* Possibilities/optimism * Race/ethnicity

J The transition pathways to adulthood vary substantially by social class,
educational attainment, and gender.
oRA0]

Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 35
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RN

Discussion Implications 2/2

O Theoretical implications

» Further investigations, focusing on psychological as well as social factors, are
needed to examine whether the theory of emerging adulthood is applicable to
Korean society.

4 Policy implications
» Social interventions to support transitions to adulthood should consider the
substantial variation by social class, educational attainment, and gender.

o “Early employment (18.1%)” among women and “Military-to-employment (17.1%)”
among men are often overlooked, yet they represent some of the most precarious
groups.

N FHIE=N

» Difficulties in the transition to adulthood may exacerbate Korea's ultra-low
fertility rate.

Byeongdon (Don) Oh 4 36
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=

Results Descriptive Statistics
Women Men
Mean SD Mean SD
Social class
Family income (percentile) 47.053  (26.236) 48.463  (26.929)
Parents' educational attainment (percentile) 31.077  (27.456) 33.331  (28.284) ;':'I
HF
—
Educational attainment H
2
Graduated from academic high school (%) 85.583  (35.180) 85.130  (35.645)
Enrolled in four-year college (%) 75.153  (43.279) 73.606  (44.159)
N 326 269
[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 40

Results LLCA Model-Fit Indices
Bayesian information criterion (BIC)

Number of classes

Men Women
1 8480.390 8115.151
2 8201.924 7828.651
3 7770.262 7676.660
4 7599.580 7599.506
5 7671.569 7644.305
6 7690.657 7660.759

[Of.A0)]

Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 4




Emerging Adulthood Hourglass Shape

1 Hourglass shape (Jones and Wallace 1992)

Until the early 20th century

Education
completion
\[/A\2 8 Marriage

Mid-20th century w

Employment
Parenthood
Residential
Ifdepandoncs Since the late 20th century
<+ >
[ E
Byeongdon (Don) Oh et 42
Thank You!
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(Figure 1) OECD Labor force participation rate: 15-24 ages

OECD Labour force participation rate: 15-24 ages (%)
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