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A study on field experts’ perceptions of improvement measures for the support system for children of incarcerated parents

ABSTRACT

A study on field experts’ perceptions of improvement
measures for the support system for children of

incarcerated parents

Bae, Youngmi* - Lee, Jisun*™ - Heo, Eunyoung™*

This study aims to identify improvement measures for establishing an effective
support system for children of incarcerated parents, a group that has not been
a major policy consideration in child protection and support areas, through the
perspectives of field experts. Field experts who directly experience the limitations
of the support system at the frontline of supporting children of incarcerated
parents provide insights that can bridge the gap between policy and practice. Data
were collected through Focus Group Interviews (FGI) with two groups: three
practitioners from supporting organizations for children of incarcerated parents
and five experts from legal, psychological counseling, corrections, and public
child integrated case support fields. The data were analyzed using qualitative
research methods. The findings revealed three main problems in the current
support system: difficulties in identifying children and connecting them to protection
systems, limitations of public support systems, and limitations of support through
private organizations. Six improvement measures were suggested: strengthening
state responsibility for supporting children of incarcerated parents, establishing
support policies led by the Ministry of Justice, clarifying the role of the crisis
support team, establishing dedicated institutions for supporting children of incarcerated
parents, strengthening inter-ministerial cooperation, and activating public-private
partnerships. Based on these findings, policy and practical measures for improving
the rights of children of incarcerated parents and enhancing support systems were
also proposed.

Key Words: children with incarcerated parents, support system, focus group interview,

children’s rights, policy improvement
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