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Abstract

This three-year cooperative study aimed to identify politically
marginalized young adults among vulnerable youth who have been
excluded from society and develop measures to support them. In the
first year, the study focused on young adults leaving welfare facilities
(National Youth Policy Institute), adolescent parents (Korea Institute
for Health and Social Affairs), young adults with borderline
intellectual functioning (Korea Human Resource Development
Institute for Health and Welfare), and young North Korean defectors
(Korea Institute for National Unification). In the second year, it
examined the status of young adults leaving welfare facilities
(National Youth Policy Institute), young adults with developmental
disabilities (Korea Human Resource Development Institute for Health
and Welfare), and financially vulnerable young adults (Korea Institute
for Health and Social Affairs). Further, it identified areas where
disparities exist between these groups and general young adults, to
improve systems for social integration and develop strategies for
policy implementation.

This year's study, conducted in collaboration with the Korea
Institute for Health and Social Affairs, aimed to examine the
multidimensional vulnerabilities of vulnerable young adults,

comparing them with general young adults, in addition to examining




young adults who have exited welfare facilities. Thus, it sought to
identify the pending issues regarding the disparities between
vulnerable and non-vulnerable young adults and support systems for
vulnerable young adults. The study emphasized the need to design
customized, demand-oriented support measures and integrated
systems to effectively address the multidimensional vulnerabilities
faced by vulnerable young adults.

The findings revealed the following issues with the support system
for vulnerable young adults. 1) The current system, where
departments or divisions with expertise manage and implement
projects, may guarantee expertise in specific fields, however, it limits
the cognitive and physical accessibility of vulnerable young adults
from the perspective of integrated support. 2) It is necessary to
establish a welfare system that incorporates a life-cycle perspective
and an information system to integrate projects between multiple
departments or ministries. 3) It is necessary to train dedicated
personnel to address the multidimensional vulnerabilities of
vulnerable young adults. Furthermore, the following issues were
revealed regarding the information system to support vulnerable
young adults. 1) It is essential to integrate information resources
across related systems for proactive identification and systematic
support of vulnerable young adults, however, there are no existing
legal frameworks. 2) It is necessary to develop concepts and functions
such as managing cases of young adults with multiple vulnerabilities
and discovering new targets excluded from support. 3) It is necessary
to build statistics to actively implement evidence-based policies
aimed at alleviating disparities within the young adult generation.

To address these issues, this study proposed the following tasks:

1) establishing and amending laws for the discovery and integrated




support of vulnerable young adults; 2) establishing a service delivery
system for youth welfare policies; 3) advancing information systems
to systemize multi-agency support projects; 4) promoting expertise
to cater to the complex needs of vulnerable young adults; and 5)
expanding actual participation of vulnerable young adults in the

policy-making process.
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