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ABSTRACT

A qualitative case study on the youth living alone after

parental incarceration

Bae, Youngmi* - Lee, Jisun* - Heo, Eunyoung**

The purpose of this study is to explore the circumstances and life experiences
of young people living with minor children after their parents’ incarceration, in
order to understand their challenges from the perspective of the children of
detainees, and to explore practical services and policies for them. To this end,
data were collected by conducting one-on-one or group interviews with 17
adolescents from 10 households that were child-headed households living with
minor children after parental incarceration, and the collected data were
conducted by means of intra-case analysis and cross-case analysis using a
qualitative case study method. The findings were categorized as ‘difficulties in
fulfilling the role of a parent alone’, ‘economic pressure’, ‘physical difficulties’,
‘psycho-emotional difficulties’, ‘difficulties in visiting’, ‘insufficient and absent
institutional support’, and the central theme that ran through their experiences
was ‘the absence of parents shakes the center of their lives’. Based on these
findings, the report recommends policies and practices to improve the child

rights of detainees’ children.

Key Words: children with incarcerated parents, parental incarceration,

household with only children
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