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ABSTRACT

A phenomenological qualitative study on
the experiences of out-of-school adolescents who
dropped out due to school violence victimization®

Park Jihyun**

This study aimed to gain an in-depth understanding of the experiences of out-of-school
youth who have been victims of school violence. To achieve this, the research focused on
two key areas: the content of experiences of out-of-school youth who discontinued their
education due to school violence, and the essential structure of these experiences. In order
to accomplish these research objectives, in-depth interviews were conducted with six
out-of-school youth who had experienced school violence and had consequently dropped
out of school. The collected data were analyzed using Giorgi's phenomenological method.
As a result of the analysis, 60 meaning units were extracted from the experiences of the
participants regarding their school dropout process and subsequent life experiences, which
were then organized into 17 sub-components and 5 main components. The five themes that
emerged from the research were: “Struggling desperately with all one’s might to escape hell,”

9«

“Enduring with all one’s strength to try attending the hellish school,” “Summoning the
courage to leave school with a desperate desire to survive,” “Escaping the violence but
trapped in the painful scars and wounds of the past,” and “Rising above the pain to take
a stronger leap toward growth and development.” The essential meaning of the experiences
of out-of-school youth who dropped out of school due to school violence was derived as
“an alternative choice for survival.” This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the
situations and life meanings of out-of-school youth who have experienced school violence
by examining their school dropout process and subsequent life experiences. It provides
empirical data on the roles and interventions that parents, teachers, counselors, and the
community should consider when working with out-of-school youth. This is achieved
through the voices of those who have directly experienced school violence, offering valuable

insights into the necessary considerations for supporting this vulnerable group.

Key Words: experience of school violence victimization, out-of-school adolescents,

school drop out, phenomenological qualitative research
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