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ABSTRACT

A qualitative study of immigrant adolescent’s
experiences in the Rainbow Schools program:

Using photovoice techniques

I*** XXX

Cho, Mihyoung® - Lee, Seonguk™ - Mun, Yesul™ - Kim, Suhyun

This study examined the impact of the Rainbow School program in supporting
the early adaptation of immigrant adolescents. To achieve this, the study was
conducted over four sessions’ photovoice in January 2024 with five immigrant
adolescents who participated in Rainbow School programs in 2023. The topics
included their expectations of Rainbow School, their experiences of participating
in Rainbow School, and how they changed before and after participating in
Rainbow School. Based on the photos and narratives collected through photovoice,
the current researchers determined the extent to which each goal was achieved.
First, the participants could understand Korean language but were not yet able
to communicate well. Second, they acquired information about Korean culture
and daily life and had fun with their friends, which was possible because of the
education and help of teachers. Third, career education gave them the
opportunity to explore their career paths through new experiences that were not
available in their home country. Fourth, they became familiar with Korean food
and got to know more about Korea through various traditional cultural experiences.
Consequently, they reported that they no longer felt uncomfortable living in
Korea. Based on the above findings, it was suggested that it is necessary to
increase the number of hours of Korean language education and to operate a
curriculum that takes into account their learning ability, Korean language
proficiency, and age.

Key Words: immigrant adolescents, Rainbow School, program participation

experiences, photovoice
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