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A qualitative case study on categorizing the career exploration experiences of high school graduate NEETs' in South Korea

ABSTRACT

A qualitative case study on categorizing the career
exploration experiences of high school graduate
NEETs’ in South Korea

Kim, Aram” - Kim, Juhee™ - Kim, Jinwon™*

In Korean society, the number of NEETs (young people not in education,
employment, or training) is increasing, yet there is limited research on their
experiences, particularly those who do not pursue college after high school. This
study categorizes high school graduates identified as NEETs based on their career
exploration experiences. Through a qualitative case study, 12 participants engaged
in semi-structured in-depth interviews. Our analysis identified two pivotal factors
influencing high school graduate NEETSs: their level of career determination and
job-seeking attitudes. These factors resulted in the identification of five distinct
NEET types: 1) proactive job-seekers, 2) individuals taking gap years, 3) disoriented
hard workers, 4) individuals constrained by military enlistment, and 5) borderless
explorers. It is noteworthy that military enlistment among males in their early
20’s contributes to their temporary NEET status, especially when combined with
an inactive approach to job seeking due to career indecision. Additionally,
certain NEETSs, such as proactive job-seekers and borderless explorers, choose
not to pursue higher education. Instead, they strategically plan their careers
during high school and explore alternative paths outside of college. These
findings underscore the pressing need for more flexible support policies tailored

to the unique perspectives and circumstances of NEETs in Korea.
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