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ABSTRACT

A case study on the process of forming and operating
local community caring space for children and
adolescents in social blind spots: With a focus on
‘A’ restaurant for children and adolescents

Kim, Kyungmin*-Hong, Seulhee™

In the situation of social distancing due to COVID-19, public education and welfare
facilities have repeatedly opened and closed according to government guidelines, leading to
the shift the responsibility of care onto the private sphere such as families. In this process,
children and adolescents who are excluded from both public and private care have emerged
as a social issue. In response, the government is strengthening the universality of public
caretaking systems for children and adolescents. However, considering the individual and
emotional characteristics of care and the various limitations of the public caretaking systems,
it is necessary to explore alternative systems. In this regard, this study analyzes the case of
A restaurant created by the local education and welfare community to address blind spots
in child care. The research results show that the formation of A restaurant was driven by
an increase in the number of children and adolescents in social blind spots amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, the securing of physically accessible space, and the presence of a leader
group that built trust and experience. Furthermore, the commons-based operating principles
of A restaurant were revealed through community-based resources, shared norms among
users, and a democratic communication structure. The caretaking system based on commons
was found to be advantageous in identifying and supporting blind spots, meeting the needs
and respecting the autonomy of children and adolescents, and strengthening the care capacity
of the local education welfare community and solidarity among residents. Based on these
research results, this study explores the feasibility of a commons based caretaking system

in urban areas and proposes its necessity and direction of development.

Key Words: children and adolescents, caring, blind spots, commons, local

community
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