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A case study on youth's carbon neutrality policy engagement activity as youth climate action: Focus on the concept of agency

ABSTRACT

A case study on youth’s carbon neutrality policy
engagement activity as a form of youth climate action:

Focus on the concept of agency
Hwang, Seyoung®

This study aimed to address the significance of youth’s community policy
engagement activities as a form of youth climate action. To do so, the study
designed a youth carbon neutrality policy engagement activity in collaboration
with the youth center and local government in B area. Consisting of ten sessions,
the case study adopted a youth participatory action research approach to ensure
youth-driven processes and to facilitate the youth to develop a sense of agency
by embedding the role of experts such as researcher, youth worker, policy expert
and climate activist. The analysis of the case study showed the contexts in which
youth agency was developed in two aspects. Firstly, in spite of the initial differing
degree, the youth were able to develop their awareness of the climate crisis and
the need for a carbon neutrality policy. Secondly, the youth’'s agency related to
the policy was understood as they became engaged with discussing the local
government's plan and proposing a policy that they think as necessary from their
own perspectives. Thirdly, the youth learnt about the role of the youth in the
policy-making processes. The study also found the youth policy proposal
significant in two aspects. Firstly, it showed the role of youth as agents for social
change by proposing a youth vision for the community where they live. Secondly,
it embedded a youth-centered framework; that is to say what youth want and
participate actively, into the local government’s plan which was oriented into
the target for carbon dioxide reduction. In conclusion, the case study showed
that the youth had a capability to make their voices heard about climate issues

and local community when there is an opportunity to do so.

Key Words: youth climate action, youth participation, carbon neutrality policy,

agency
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