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What and how do young people in Korean society dream?:
Focusing on the experience of preparing dreams of poor and non-poor young people

ABSTRACT

What and how do young people in Korean society dream?:
Focusing on the experience of preparing dreams of poor

and non-poor young people

XXX

Kim, Jihae* - Chung, Ickjoong™ - Cho, Yoonho™ - Nam, Mijeong

The purpose of this study is to provide basic data for setting the direction of
youth policies and programs by exploring in-depth what the young generation
of Korean society dreams of or aspire to, how they are preparing for their
dreams, and whether there are gaps and inequalities within the generation in
their dreams. To this end, individual in-depth interviews were conducted with
a total of nine people, including five poor young people and four non-poor
young people in their early and mid-20s, and the results of the study analyzed
by applying the topic analysis method are as follows. First, as a result of
exploring the contents of the dream itself, it was found that poor young people
wanted to live a stable and happy life, but could not afford their dream, and
non-poor young people wanted to live a free and helpful life. Second, as a result
of exploring the path of these dreams, poor young people tended to be struggling
alone because there were no family members or adults around them to talk about
their careers, and non-poor young people were able to receive dream-related
information and opportunities from their families and acquaintances. Third, as
a result of the search for capital to finance their dream, poor young people
suffered from economic difficulties, interpersonal difficulties, and lack of
dream-related information and support systems, and non-poor young people had

increased their confidence that they can achieve their dreams through the
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encouragement and support from those around them. Finally, as a result of
exploring the way of reaching these dreams, both poor and non-poor young
people were looking for jobs that fit their aptitude and were rewarding, but poor
young people also found new dreams that were compromised with their difficult
realities. Based on these results, policies to better support young people's dreams

and careers were suggested.

Key Words: young people, dream, poverty, young people in poverty,
young people neet
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