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A b s tract

ABSTRAC

The purpose of this study is to conduct post-monitoring and
performance evaluation of participants in the 'Youth Challenge
Support Project’, which was conducted as a pilot project by the
Ministry of Employment and Labor in 2021. Through a survey and
interview of participants of Youth Challenge Support Project in the
2021, the impact of this project on the participating young people
was analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively, and plans for
improvement of the project were drawn.

The rate of youth NEETSs in Korea remains relatively high, and they
experience psychological and emotional difficulties as well as
socio-economic difficulties in the long-term NEETSs state. The Youth
Challenge Support Project is providing support to young people who
are in a state of NEETSs, who need support by targeting them to those
who have given up on job-seeking.

Participants in the 2021 Youth Challenge Support Project
responded that they tended to become disconnected from others or
become isolated and lethargic as they were placed in a NEET state
prior to participating in the project, and said that participating in
the project provided an opportunity to go out and do something
regularly. Overall, after participating in the project, the participants

evaluated that the participation in the project was more helpful in




psycho-emotional aspects such as emotional stability and
self-understanding. After participating in the project, there were
many cases in which there were positive changes such as getting
out of the non-job-seeking NEET status and working or job-seeking
activities. They are at high risk of being cut off from society, so
additional services will need to be devised for them.

This study saw that the Youth Challenge Support Project has
important significance as a youth NEETs support project in Korea
and needs to be expanded. To this end, this project extends the
support period with a mid- to long-term perspective, prepares a
multi-year support system, improves the quality of the program,
provides diversified services, and provides step-by-step support from
basic counseling to employment support for youth NEETS.

The Youth Challenge Support Project is still in its infancy, and
there are many areas that need improvement. Nevertheless, such
support has meaning as an initial support policy for youth NEETS
who experience difficulties in transitioning to adulthood. In addition,
there is an important policy implication that Korea has supported
youth NEETSs in earnest to prevent long-term NEETSs and support their

first start.
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