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= 20174 20184 20194 20204 20214
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AL
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F21419 ol At 2020900 22.3%, TH3Q1 2021900 36.1%2714] S7FokA
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F8 Z¥e ol g
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The purpose of this (third-year) study is to understand the media
usage of and influence of the media on late adolescents (ages 19
to 24) and suggest customized policies for them.

For this purpose, this study conducted an online survey of 2,214
late adolescents and held focus group interviews with 20 late
adolescents. It also analyzed the changes of late adolescents over
the past five years (2017-2021) based on the Korean Media Panel
Survey data constructed by the Korea Information Society Development
Institute.

The survey analysis results showed that, although the rate of
metaverse use among young people is low, many of them said that
they would use it in the future, which means that the use of the
metaverse will likely increase in the near future. When it comes to
the use of streaming services such as Netflix, the rate of use was
so high that it had become a part of young people’s daily life, and
they tend to obtain information on current affairs through YouTube
and other portals. Late adolescents encountered a lot of hate speech
online; most frequently, they were exposed to hate speech against
women, men, and homosexuals, among others. When using YouTube
for non-learning purposes, they were exposed to a lot of hate speech
against women and men in particular. Also, most late adolescents

have a smartphone, which they mainly use for watching YouTube,




chatting, and using social media, with Instagram being used the most.
Meanwhile, influencers were found to have a significant effect on
their decisions to purchase products and an insignificant effect on
their political decision-making process. As for the media literacy
competencies of late adolescents, ethical competencies were high,
but social communication competencies, such as expressing opinions
and discussing political and social issues, were low. Late adolescents
believe that the most necessary and important media education for
them is education on how to determine whether news or article coverage
and reporting are accurate and fair, how to assess the truthfulness
of information, and how to find and analyze reliable information on
the Internet.

As a result of the interview survey, it was found that late adolescents
were using media such as YouTube for various reasons, including
political participation, social participation, career preparation,
leisure, and communication. They also used it to obtain political
information, such as information on voting, pointing out that false
and biased information were a problem in this regard. In particular,
they thought that YouTube's Al recommendation algorithm amplifies
the bias in the information they receive. They also used media to
participate in social issues, feeling that false and biased information,
abusive language, slander, and hate speech were major problems with
such media. They used it for career preparation purposes as well,
such as practical training, English study, music training, job
preparation, and career information sharing, and they found it very
helpful.

As a result of the media panel survey data analysis, the characteristics
of personal media device use of late adolescents showed a tendency

to favor tablet PCs and wearable devices over smartphones over the



past five years, especially during the COVID-19 period. In particular,
the use of streaming services and broadcasting/video apps showed
a sharp increase during the pandemic. Late adolescents’ ability to
critically review media was slightly stronger than that of teenagers,
but remained at a moderate level. Their concern over online privacy
infringement was higher than that of teenagers, recording a slightly
high level.

Based on these results, this study suggests several policy strategies
for late adolescents: 1) enhancing the metaverse utilization capacity
of late adolescents; 2) strengthening the media literacy competency
of late adolescents; 3) reinforcing education related to social hate
and cyber violence for late adolescents; 4) increasing media content
on career preparation and vocational training for late adolescents;
and 5) strengthening the media competency of late adolescents in

cooperation with colleges and local communities.
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