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A b s tract

A Study on the Analysis of North Korean Youth Policy

This study has systematically analyzed the youth-related policies
of the North Korean authorities from Xim Jong-un coming into
power until recent times and studied the major details by area. It
has analyzed how these policies are realized and changing in the
everyday life of North Korean youth through the perspective of North
Koreans who defected during adolescence and scholars from North
Korea. In addition, a comparison and analysis were made on the
difference in youth policies between South and North Korea based
on the results of such research, and presented the measures for
exchange and cooperation between South and North Korean youth
in preparation for recovery of homogeneity and the unification era.

To identify the current status of North Korean youth policy, major
research methods such as literature and material studies, surveys,
interview surveys, and focus group interviews were used. The study
aimed to identify the North Korean youth policies before and after
Kim Jong-un’s rise to power, including the education and career path
of youths, club and organization life, deviant behavior, economic
activities, leisure activities, awareness of welfare system, the Korean
wave and ideology education, and degree of cognition and

participation in North Korean youth projects by sampling 138 North




Korean defectors who have experienced adolescent period before
and after 2012 when Kim Jong-un came into power using the
snowball method. Interview surveys were conducted between August
5 to August 16, 2021, on 10 North Korean defectors who experienced
adolescence during the Kim Jong-il and Kim Jong-un regimes to
identify details difficult to understand with factual surveys. This
survey was conducted for 1 to 1 hour and 30 minutes by using a
one-on-one individual interview method. For focus group interviews
(FGI), group interviews were conducted with a relevant topic within
2 hours each through 2 sessions on a total of 9 scholars from North
Korea in order to identify the actual status of North Korean youth
policy and prepare polices for Inter-Korean youth exchange and
cooperation.

Through these methods, the researchers have developed tasks for
Inter-Korean youth exchange and cooperation such as tasks related
to Youth unification education, tasks related to Inter-Korean youth
exchange, and tasks for establishing a foundation in preparation for
the unification era. First of all, regarding policy tasks related to youth
unification education, the researchers have discovered educational
tasks focusing on indirect experiences and provided objective
information to enhance the effect of unification education by
strengthening the objective awareness of North Korea, realizing
unification education for Inter-Korean youth exchange, expanding
unification education focusing on experiential activities, leadership
education for fostering South and North Korean youth talents in the
unification era, and engaging in social integration camp with North
Korean defector youths. Secondly, the tasks related to North Korean
youth exchange focused on preparing a foundation for youth to grow

into a talent of the Korean peninsula from the process of preserving



and developing the shared history and culture, natural resources and
environment of North and South Korea by carrying out Inter-Korean
youth exchanges in connection to international organizations such
as UNESCO; promoting cyber exchange and IT competitions for
South and North Korean youths; hosting Northeast Asian youth
forum and joint participation by South and North Korean youth:;
engaging in Inter-Korean youth exchanges with environmental
protection activities as a theme; developing and promoting exchange
projects through supporting small group activities; discovering
traditional folk games and hosting events; developing and supporting
Korean cultural heritage protection and historical culture
exploration activities; and having youth exchanges for recovering
homogeneity of South and North Korea through invitation and
dispatches. Thirdly, regarding tasks for establishing a foundation in
preparation of the unification era, the researchers have developed
tasks for facilities, leaders, and promotion system with a mid-to-long
term vision and goals aiming to foster talents for recovering the
homogeneity and developing a unified Korea by establishing a basic
plan for Inter-Korean youth exchange & cooperation policies;
conducting constant monitoring of South and North Korean youth
policies; establishing a network between private organizations
related to Inter-Korean youth exchange & cooperation; identifying
demands for youth facilities and exchange of youth leaders to
perform youth activity policies for the unification era; and installing
and operating South & North Korean youth exchange & cooperation

and policy-developing organizations.

Keywords: North Korean youth, North Korean youth policy, South
& North Korean youth policy, North Korean defector,



North Korean defector youth, South & North Korean
youth, Inter-Korean youth exchange and cooperation,
recovery of homogeneity, unification era, youth

unification education
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