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ABSTRACT

Report on the research project of the teenager
research institute

This study is a youth participation-oriented humanities and
social research project in which teenagers investigate the
youth directly and create social knowledge from the
perspective of the youth. It aims to strengthen the authority
of youth as a subject in the youth-oriented policy environment
and to establish a practical model for activities where the
youth participate.

The participation and empowerment of the youth are the
major concern of the international community and the it is
grabbing the attention from the world (US UCLA YPAR Hub,
etc.) as a major way to explore the youth-oriented policy.
However, such an approach is rare in Korea.

The competencies to identify problems by themselves, learn
something actively and solve complex problems are regarded
as the competencies required for the future generation in the
4™ industrial revolution era. The research with the
participation of the youth can be a significant way to improve
the youth’s competencies such as critical thinking and problem
solving and strengthen the status of the youth as the subject.

The youth research institute has been run every Saturday

from Feb. to Nov. 2019 targeting 15 youth researchers aged

251203
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between 15 and 19 who are interested in problems about
themselves. The researchers identified research subject about
the life of the youth, learned how to conduct a study,
conducted on-site survey about the peer youth at the team
level, analysed the data and announced the research outcome.
The research subjects for 2019 were three: 1) Ecosystem
composed of anxiety: Why do we go to private institutes
everyday? 2) Why can't the youth tell that they are depressed?:
[ am not qualified. 3) Living as a teenage feminist: lost
conversation and forced neutrality.

The participating youth could nurture their competencies
for the future such as critical and retrospective thinking,
coexistence of listening carefully and understanding,
competencies of cooperative decision making and teamwork
based decision making and self-directed attitude, and
experience empowerment of the youth.

This research is expected to overcome limitations of
policies from the perspective of non-youth and explore policy
alternatives based on the understanding of specific context of
the youth life by utilizing research outcome that reflects the

views and voices of the teenagers and accumulating basic data.

key words: youth, participate, competencies, youth-led project.
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