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ABSTRACT

A longitudinal analysis of the causal relationship between
adolescents’ happiness, cooperation, and academic

achievement: A multigroup analysis across genders”

Ham, Youngran™ - Park, Bunhee™*

In this study, a multigroup analysis between genders was conducted using a
structural equation model in order to confirm the longitudinal causal relationship

between adolescents’ happiness, cooperation, and academic achievement.

The results of the analysis are as follows. First, the warmth of parents as perceived
by adolescents in the 1st year of middle school was found to be a factor that
continuously had an indirect effect on happiness, cooperation, and academic
achievement until the 1st year of high school. Second, it was found that the positive
effect of the self-regression coefficient of happiness, cooperation, and academic
achievement continued from the 1st year of middle school to the 1st year of high
school. Third, the higher the sense of cooperation at the previous point, the lower
the sense of happiness at the later point. Fourth, it was found that the sense of
cooperation and academic achievement had a mutual positive effect over time in
both groups. The outstanding effect of this study is a sense of happiness. It was
found that adolescents with high levels of happiness showed higher levels of
academic achievement, while higher levels academic achievement did not affect
their happiness levels at the next point. This suggests that happiness assumes a

more important role, and must come before adolescents’ academic achievement.

Key Words: College Students, School Violence, Survey Research, Qualitative Research,

Focus Group interview, Prevention Measures for School Violence
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