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Cruelty in the Classroom - Japanese educators anguish over a
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How much would your parents be worried under the situation?

When you are bullied by friends.
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ABSTRACT

The scope of the problem of “ijime”
and the countermeasures in Japan

This report is a translation of documents about bullying,
ijime, which is becoming one of the most serious issues re-
lated with the adolescence.

The issue of ijime had not attracted much attention in
Korean society because it was regarded as the unique Japane-
se problem. However,as recently as 2-3 years ago, incidents
of school violence and adolescence suicides started to make
headlines in the media. Since then, it was revealed that
there are behavioral patterns among Korean adolescents
similar to the Japanese ijime, such as the collective iscla-
tion of and bullying of the weakest in schocl among young-
sters. Accordingly, in the academic circle, there are live
discussions being underway,calling for the need for sys-
tematic research and policy measures to cope with the prob-
lem.

This report contains a translation of major documents
with regard to ijime of Japan and the translation is of-
fered sector by sector. It is composed of several topics
such as ijime of adolescence in the social context of Japan,
the academic research results on ijime, the comparison be-
tween ijime of Japan and those of other countries, case
studies of adolescence ijime, and finally the efforts being
made at the government level to solve the ijime issue.

This report seeks to call on the public to pay attention
to the ijime issue which is also looming large in Korean
society as part of the adolescence issue. This report is
expected to be used as basis for academic researches and the
establishment of the necessary policies in addressing this
issue.
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