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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characterization of Youth Facilities

As the end of 1997, the number of nation-wide youth facilities
is 487. And the sum of area of those is 18,350.550m2. The
average population of participating youth per a facilities is
25,675. Per 1m2 the density of youth population is 1,468. So,
the space for youth activity is very narrow. In addition, youth
facilities have some problems as follows.

First, the ratio of youth facilities retention and the ratio of
youth facilities use are unbalanced. Currently whereas the ratio
of youth facilities retention in cities is 5.1%. the ratio of outdoor
youth facilities retention is 41.9%. But in 1997, the number of
persons who used youth facilities is 19,616,113. And it is
10,221,873(52.1%) in case of youth facilities in cities, it is
7.216,729(36.8%) in case of outdoor youth facilities, it is
2,177,511(11.1%) in case of youth hostels. After all it appears
that whereas the ratio of youth facilities In cities retention is
only 5.1%, the ratio of youth facilities in cities use is rather
higher than others. These results are caused by the fact that
youth facilities in cities are easier to access.

Second, the problem is caused by the fixed consciousness for
youth activity. In case of outdoor youth facilities, youth activity

is organized according to youth organization activity in school
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and is not composed of various programs.

Third, youth facilities placement varies according to regions.
The distribution of youth facilities is very variant according to
regions.

Fourth, it is difficult to find out specific characteristics from
each youth facility. Because the current criteria of youth facility
types are limited by only size and location, youth facilities do
have not specified programs and equipments. Therefore those
cannot help operating similar programs.

The purpose of characterization of youth facilities is activating
youth activity by activating of youth facilities operation.
Therefore the characterization of youth facilities for activation of
youth activity is closely related to direction of policy about
youth activity.

We can propose following criteria for developing model which is
for supporting the characterization of youth facilities.

First, it is essential to select domain of characterization which
can develop the characteristics of youth facilities in cities and
outdoor youth facilities. In each case, there are many differences
in the conditions of location, program organization, use period,
and composition of equipment. So, it is important to specialize
programs to be belonged to domain which is suitable for
conditions of youth facilities.

Second, it has to be pushed forward by connecting with
development and supply of programs according to domain.

Concretely looking into the content of the characterization of
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youth facilities, after all the purpose is promoting youth s
interest and use by selecting and specialization programs which
can differentiate one facility from other youth facilities. Hence it
needs to pay attention to operating programs of characterization
domain effectively which will develop newly and to elevate the
quality of programs which have been operated.

In this study, we proposed specific criteria of model
development for the characterization of youth facilities, which is
composed of six domains. In addition, we took a serious view of
fact which the characterization of youth facilities is not the work

which can be operated for short term but the work which is
for contributing to elevate qualitatively by systematic
management and assessment. Therefore, we made the
characterization of youth facilities contribute to improve general
management and operation system by proposing assessment

index of youth facilities.
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