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Abstract 65

ABSTRACT

A Study of Deterrence Effects on Adolescent
Delinquency

This study examines the individual and social environment factors
to analyze the deterrence effects on youth delinquent behaviors. The
data for this study consists of 2 data sets : one is from elementatary
school students(n=511) and the other is from middle school
students(n= 408).

The major findings are summarized as follows:

1) Even though adolescents face the delinquent situations, they
are less likely to involve into the delinquency if they believe that
punishment damages  their lives(81.2%), and disappoint their
parents(80.3%) as well as that delinquent behaviors would be
punished some time(74.5%).

2) For elementary students, morality, grade, consistent disciplines
of parents, and the perceptions of parents’ love are good deterrence
factors.

3) Middle school students show more complicated deterrence
effects on delinquent behaviors. The most significant deterrence
factors are the attachment to their parents and the certainty of
punishment. Moreover, consistent disciplines of parents and trust
between teacher and students can reduce the tendency of delinquent

behaviors.
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