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ABSTRACT

-Youth Voluntary Service Policy and How to Carry
It Out-

This study is to suggest the direction and contents of the new
youth voluntary serviced policy in the 21st century in consideration of
the situation as we face it and to contribute to the accomplishment of

the policy outlined in the Educational Reform and Youth Progress Plan.

In Korea, youth voluntary service movement has gained additional
momentum since May 31, 1995, when the Educational Reform Program
was made public and the Ministry of Cultuwre and Tourism announced
the Youth Voluntary Service Center Plan, under which youth voluntary
service centers were set up in Seoul and 16 other cities and provinces

to revitalize youth voluntary service activities.

The rate of participation in these activities rose from 17.8% at the
time when the educational reform plan was announced to 76.7% in
1998. However, many young people takes voluntary work as a means
of going to schools at a higher level. For them, it 1s a matter of
formality to achieve a record and score needed to apply for higher
education rather than a voluntary service in its true sense.

We propose the following to resolve this problem and to give
additional strength to vouth voluntary service movement:

First, there should be extensive basic studies on the participation
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of young people in this movement and the awareness of it on the part
of teachers and its leaders

Second, there should be hetter recognition, awards and celebration
for more young people to take part in this movement.

Third, there should be better education and professional training
concerning voluntary service activities not only for voung people but

teachers, related public officials, leaders of these activities and parents.

Fourth, there should be a comprehensive information network for
the accumulation, dissemination and exchange of information and for
the records of application and performance of youth voluntary service.

Fifth, there should be a greater diversification in voluntary service
programs as well as in the nature of organizations desiring such
service.

Sixth, there should be sufficient safety training in advance to
prevent accidents during voluntary services and a non-profit insurance
program to apply in case of such accidents.

Seventh, there should be a new and clear definition of the
functions of youth voluntary service centers and an expansion of
infrastructure for such service at the levels of cities, counties and
districts in cooperation with local organizations concerned.

Eighth, there should be a policy and institutional coordination body

among government ministries and agencies of the central government.
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