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2) BRI AR B eco-system perspective
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Abstract

The Youth Problems of Unemployed Low-Income

Families and Polycies Ulternatives

This study explores the general effects of economuc crisis on the
unemployed low-income families, and identifies in particular the
problems and difficulties of young people in those families. Based on
the empirical findings, the study recommends various policy alternatives
to partly solve or at least alleviate those problems.

The significance and objectives of this study are introduced in the
outset of the report. We suggested, as the relevant theoretical basis of
this study in the chapter two, the ecological perspective which
emphasizes the dynamics of family, commumity, school, and the peer
group in affecting the voung people’s life. Comparative method is
employed to compare and contrast the differences and similarities of
two groups, vouth in low-income families and those of middle-income
families. Accessibility limitation to the target population inevitably has
hampered the level of generalization and applicability of this study, that
is typical when one surveys the hidden population. The following is
what we have found in the survey research.

Firstly, there have been significant differences between youth of
low-income families and those of middle-income families since the
crisis, In the areas of general value system, the perception of
surrounding  environment, family life including voung people’s

relationship with their parents. In particular, we have found clear
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contrast between two groups in the degree of change in family life.
Also we found the significant difference between two groups, in terms
of economic level measured by the self-reported family income, and
most young people seemed to correctly identify the economic situation
of their families.

Secondly, the most significant differences were detected between
two groups in the parental relationship with their children, and child
rearing practice such as frequency of dialogue between parents and
children, the concern about their children’s friends, corporal punishment
to children. The family culture of low-income group includes that 1)
they talk less to each other; 2) parents are less concerned about their
kid's friends; 3) they use more often the corporal punishment to
discipline their child; and 4) they are generally less devoted to their
family and children. These trends are also identified in the youth’s
evaluation about their parents as their role model. Additionally, more
rapid change of family life and structure has been taken place in the
low-income families than in their comparison group since the financial
crisis. In particular, the elementary school children of low-income class
seemed to be more often exposed to the danger of missing the lunch
than those of their middle-income counterparts.

What this study has found is that we need various kinds of policy
measures to. solve the youth. problems of low-income families. The
results of this study suggest the need of policy alternatives not only in
economic dimension but also in socio-cultural areas to solve the youth
problem caused by the crisis. This study more specifically suggests the
following policy measures and programs based on the research results.

1) We suggest the needs of economic support for the
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crisis-stricken unemployed families, that include the full realization of
newly-established social security law, Job training and information
services, the strengthening of part time daily work for the jobless
people.

2) We also recommend the psycho-social programs focused on
family setting, that include family therapy services, family counselling
programs, food supports for the youth in danger of lunch missing, and
the support system for drop—out youth and run-away children.

3) We propose the educational support programs for = the
low-income families. Those can be implemented by, for example, the
supply of reading room for the poor youth, the after-school support for
the youth of the low-income families, computer education program and
job experience.

4) We finally emphasize the need of cultural support programs
which are specified as the quota system of the youth training facilities
for the youth from the low-income families, more active use of
community youth center for the socially disadvantaged youth, and so
forth.
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