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Guidelines and Problems of
Education Unification in United Germany

Franz Poggeler

Aachen University

A truly democratic economic, social, and legislative unification of both parts of Germa-
ny can only be successful if a unification in educatiion takes place along with them. In
the area of the former German Democratic Republic(GDR), there has been a shortage of
democracy since 1933, i.e. for more than half a century. This will not be attained by in-
troducing it as a form of legality ; it must become customary as a form of life. That will

take years.

I. The Year After the Turning Point

What has changed in the educational system of the former GDR since November 9,
19897 In part, helplessness still predominates, a'nd teaching and training personnel are
still waiting to see what new things will be decreed from the top ; in part, a tactic of ac-
commodation has come to the fore which is embarrassing for critical observers to note.
At universities and the institutions of higher learning where teachers and educators are
trained, professors who were formerly members of the ruling Socialist Unity Party
(SED) arouse the impression that a change in organization is all that is required. Chairs
for Marxism/Leninism have been renamed “political science.” Old subject matter is sud-
denly being offered in fashionable Western terminology, so that uncritical students could
think that dernocracy always had been the order of the day in the GDR. Professors who,
up to the time of the turning point, had maligned their colleagues from the Federal Re-
public at conferences in the West as revanchists, capitalists, and imperialists, now act as

if they were old friends. The 1990 Congress of the German Education Association was
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attended by over 100 educators from the former GDR, most of whom had never been
seen at similar events in the recent past, not because they were not allowed to come, but
because they did not want to.

It 1s true that the directors of the general-education and occupational schools were sum-
marily relieved of their posts and replaced by successors whose thinking the school
administration assumed was democratic, but research at the local level reveals that many
of the new ones are former SED members, as well. Has the fox been appointed to keep
the geese?

Old schoolbooks are still in use because there are no new ones—despite the import of
large amounts of schoolbooks from the West. The mentality and concepts they contain is
often not immediately comprehensible to teachers and pupils because they presuppose too
much foreknowledge of the democratic way of life. It will still be a few years before new
curricula and examination regulations have been worked out, apart from new textbooks.
Those from the West cannot be transferred by ministerial decree—the two parts of Ger-
many have drifted too far apart intellectually, not just politically, in four decades and
have become two quite estranged nations as regards education. Precisely in the differenc-
es between the school systems of the two parts of Germany it can be seen that not much
is left of the cohesive force of the great German cultural tradition, which was indeed pan-
German.

In the year after the turning point, some organizational forms of erstwhile Marxist edu-
cation and “youth work” in the eastern part of Germany disintegrated, but some of them
—while retaining personnel and goals—have been shrewdly adapted to western stan-
dards. For example, the youth hostels of the former GDR, owned by “Jugendtourist”, an
affiliate of the FDJ(Free German Youth), have been changed into a seemingly politically
neutral Youth Hostel Administration patterned on that in the Federal Republic, but with
former SED functionaries in the new leadership. As of 1991, a fusion with the German
Youth Hostel Administration was to take place, at which juncture residual political liabili- -
ties were to be assumed. Here, as in the schools and institutions of higher learning, it is
very difficult to discern where the transition to democracy has really been plausibly a-

chieved and where it has not.
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II. Democratization : a Problem of Personnel

The greatest difficulty in the unification of education lies in the fact that the great ma-
jority of the teachers, educators, and training personnel in the former GDR were Trained
in the spirit of Communism and are not yet familiar with democratic thinking and modes
of action. It is a good sign that even university professors who were hitherto resonsible
for teacher qualification are inviting West German experts so that they can familiarize
them with democratic education theory and politics in intensive seminars. The unification
of education has to begin with personnel reform, in a radical and comprehensive reform of
teachers’ training. It will be a few years before a new democratically educated generation
of teachers and trainers has assumed responsibility in schools, kindergartens, day-care
centres, In occupational —and adult-education facilities. Until then one will have to make
do with the people available now—just as after the collapse of the National Socialist re-
gime in 1945, One should think that every teacher and trainer is convinced of the failure
of Communisrn, since it did not succeed in the almost 75 years since the Revolution of
1917 in establishing a more just social order and a better standard of living for»the mass-
es. But the after-effects of relics of the old spirit will have to be expected in future, too.
Ideologies are more tenacious than the arguments refuting them.

That watchfulness is required was evident when new readers were introduced in the pri-
mary schools of the former GDR at the end of 1989 : the beginning pupils were instilled
with the song of the (Communist) “Young Pioneers”, and there were pieces on such erst-
while (Communist) models as Ernst Thilmann and Wilhelm Pieck. It must be suspected
that with the teachers of the former GDR, too, the tactic of going underground temporari-
ly can be followed by activity from there and a re-emergence with a purported democrat-
ic alibi. This is reminiscent of the excesses of re-education after 1945, when many a per-

petrator restyled himself into a victim and atheists became Christians.
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II. Educating to Partnership Instead of Hate

For decades the youth of the GDR was infused from kindergarten on up to the univer-
sity with the idea that West Germany was the enemy : it was from the West that the pur-
ported threat to peace emanated. In Pioneer halls and schools of the GDR, this was docu-
mented by murals, slogans, and songs. Has that been without after-effects? It weuld be
naive to assume as much, even though for years the contrasting image of the “golden
West” had become as appealing goal to GDR youth. But this, too, is not a picture of reali-
ty, but an illusion—which has been unmasked as such since matters now depend upon
personal initiative and active responsibility for oneself and others.

I mention in passing that it should not be forgotten in the West that at the universities
of the former GDR the vast majority of the young people studying there were in conform-
ance with the ideology of the regime, whereas children from families active in the church
or who lead a consciously religious life were refused admission to higher studies.

The consequence was that a leadership elite emerged that conformed with the system
rather than criticized it—and perhaps it still is that way. It is high time for the universi-
ties and other institutions of higher learning to be opened now to all qualified young peo-
ple. But here another problem arises : the idea of the enemy in the West was primarily
produced at institutions of higher learning whose faculties were the product of the princi-
ple of self-recruiting. If this principle were to remain intact without restrictions and not
be temporarily lifted, a Communist elite of professors in many fields would only take on
assistants of their own kind ; but what is required is that at last a plurality of doctrines
come about, corresponding to the political variety of democracy. That is only possible
when scholars from states having experience with democracy are appointed. Admittedly,
one(West German politician/professor) Biedenkopf at the Karl Marx University of Leip-
zig does not constitute a major political change—this would require a veritable invasion
of democratic personnel. Even now, the warning has been voiced against this tendency of
a “democratic colonialism”. This deserves an unqualified answer : “Using its own training
and teaching personnel alone, a democratic educational system cannot be established in

the former GDR.”
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Democracy requires thorough and constant practice, also i_nvolving a marked expansion
of youth-exchange programmes between the two parts of Germany. At the moment, school
students’ mutual knowledge of the other perspective of German reality is still minimal,
which is equally true in the West as well. There is a need of reform in the whole of united
Germany. School students from Rostock or Dresden were hitherto able to get a look at
points in the West with “Jugendtourist”, but usually in the form of a political pilgrimage
to Trier and Wiebelskirchen, the birthplaces of Karl Marx and FErich Honecker
respectively ; now the young people should be able to move about and inform themselves
freely, even far beyond the boundaries of Germany, so that they can learn to compare po-
litical and economic structures and in place of ideologically contrived enemies experience
a “family of mankind” based on active tolerance and peaceful relations. A change of
mentality of this kind is far more important than any correction of the organizational
system of education, although in this regard, too, some things need changing.

Thanks to their new mobility, young people will discover a wealth of German culture
which they had not known till now due to the Wall and Iron Curtain. Part of the unifica-
tion of education is the fact that the state no longer puts on the air of being omnipotent,
but has receded from many areas, so that here the citizens can freely make plans, decide,
and act. For young people this begins with the planning of leisure, i. e., that they can now
freely travel and hike without depending on directions from the authorities. Individual
tourism had hitherto been difficult for young people in the GDR ; the state could more
easily control organized groups than independent singles.

The quicker a democratic educational reform is carried out in the former GDR, the less
young people will move to the West because they expect to find better training and occu-
pational opportunities there. The level and performance potential of the Federal Republic’
s educational system must be attained in Saxony, Thuringia, Brandenburg, and Mecklen-

burg as soon as possible.
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V. On the Situation of Religion
in the Two Parts of Germany

Since 1945, many people left the church in the Soviet-occupied Zone(SBZ) and, later,
the GDR. One effect of Communist progapanda was that the “Jugendweihe” (‘youth con-
secration’) became a more or less established institution—and for some of the families it
was an alternative to confirmation or first communion. The point of this initiation cere-
mony was the pledge of allegiance of the maturing young citizen to the Communist state
ideology. If youth-consecration ceremonies have been retained in many communities even
after the “turning point”, this has not been just because of the presents which the young
people receive at this event.

At present the public influence of the churches(the Protestant as well as the Catholic,
which exists in the former GDR in the diaspora) is still rather slight, less than that of the
West German churches ; and yet there are many things in common on both sides, thus,
for example, regarding the crisis in religious instruction in schools and religious upbring-
ing in the family. Similar things can be said about the spread of materialism in thinking
and actions ; the practical materialism of the West is no less dangerous than the dialecti-
cal materialism of the East, to which the practical will perhaps be added in the East, as
well.

Similar parallel problems exist in both parts of Germany as regards the liberalization of
sexual contacts and the frequency of divorces and of unmarried couples living together.
Perhaps this will give cause for a common initiative by Christians. However, at present
not much 1s to be seen of it ; a careful wait-and-see attitude can be an expression of un-
Christian pessimism, but also of a lack of confidence of faith and pastoral vigour. That
has to be examined as the case arises.

As long as the conversion from a staterun economy to a social marker economy has
not yet been successfully completed, concern about a secure place in society, material
well-being and a steady job seem to be more pressing than concern about the salvation of
the soul. Even a problem as crucial as the protection or ending of life in embryo, which is

an issue in both parts of Germany, receded into the background when the final
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legislative, political, and economic unification of Germany was at issue. Admonitions
from church authorities were heard, but not heeded.

In the GDR, the state had made atheism socially acceptable. The embracing of atheism
was for four decades in the GDR the prerequisite for attaining higher office in the state.
Religion was, to be sure, no longer derided publicly as “opium for fhe people”, but it was
turned into a completely private affair instead of a factor of public life. Therefore, reli-
gion was not a subject for the public schools and educational system. Where in Christian
educational institutions crosses and pictures of the saints hang, the pictures of Marx and
Lenin, of Rosa Luxemburg and Ernst Thidlmann, of Walter Ulbricht and Wilhem Pieck
hung i schools of the GDR. Whereas the state theology took on a ritual character at
demonstrations and celebrations, parades and state ceremonies, it had the effects of a
kind of surrogate religion. Many GDR citizens resigned themselves to this, they were
even content with it. What 1s now—after the end of the Communist regime—the basis of

their faith and thinking? This is a question the churches should ask themselves, too.

V. Out of the Shadows to Freedom :
the Situation of Christian Teachers in the Former GDR

For four decades it was not possible in the SBZ or GDR to impart advanced training
publicly to Christian-thinking teachers in institutions providing occupational qualifica-
tions. In the bishoprics of the GDR, there were certain initiatives for Christian advanced-
teachers’ training, but they were necessarily confined to the political fringe and even to a
kind of 1illegality. More than once I held courses of several days’ duration in East Berlin—
on Pappelallee on Prenzlauer Berg in a monastery and in Weissensee on Giirtelstrasse, in
the Caritas House, where Cardinal Alfred Bengsch lived—for teachers from throughout
the GDR. Such courses could never be announced publicly, and for some participants it
was risky to travel from far away not seldom—particularly in the sixties, at the time of
the Cold War—that a kind of catacomb attitude prevailed. As a speaker one couldn’t

carry the manuscript of one’s talk around on one’s person ; they were sent

__‘}4._._
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ahead of time to West Berlin, and I found mine again on the Conference of Bishops of the
GDR, I headed an advanced-tranining course for educators who had not been admitted to
university studies because of their active membership in the Church ; in a combination of
correspondence course and direct studies, they were informed about the foundations of
Christian education theory and catechism ; at the end of the course, they took an exami-
nation. During the course, every participant received a small library for some 40 basic
subjects ; transports over the Iron Curtain or the Berlin Wall was a dashing feat of mod-
ern logistics, as this was of course strictly prohibited.

What these educators and teachers needed was above all encourgement to service in
faith in a political environment that was totally hostile to the church. ;

Now that the way of the shadows to freedom has been opened up, memories of the re-
cent past should be carefully preserved and the people who vehemently prevented Chris-
tian education’s development should be explicitly reprimanded. These people are still en-
sconced in school-administration positions, experienced as they are in the "turncoat” tac-
tics of transforming oneself from a perpetrator to a victim. At educational conferences in
the West they turn out in great numbers—for them there doesn’t seem to have been any
past.

The first task of advanced education of teaching personnel in the other part of Germany
is to provide information on the mistakes of the past, but even more on the foundations
of Christian and democratic school. Here—based on experiences at conferences—a drastic
picture must be painted : basic textbooks which are generally known here in the West
have not been available to date in the former GDR ; for this reason, there is a high rate
of ignorance about many things that are the staples of knowledge of every teacher in the
West. This includes information on teacher’s rights, freedom of method, and criteria for
an objective selection of textbooks. This also includes familiarizing oneself with the rules
and values of democracy, with civic courage, freedom of religion and thoght, with the
basic right to find and maintain associations.

As is well known, there was previously no plurality of professional organizations for ed-
ucators and teachers in the GDR. Now there will be new ones founded, a rivalry between

associations will ensue, a competition of educational goals will develop between
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the new teachers’ organizations and, finally, political influence of these organizations will
be exerted in the build-up of a new and hopefully democratic school system. As long as
many school principals and school-administration officials are still in office who were in
charge in the time of the SED, watchfulness and criticism are the order of the day. Chris-
tian teachers are now more entitled than they are to assume top responsibilities and to do
away with the relics of intellectual dictatorship once and for all. This won’t be easy when
one takes note that since November 9, 1989, not a few former officials of the Ministry of
State Security have taken up positions if the school system.

The staterun “Houses of the Teacher”, which until November 9, 1989 were officially
responsible for keeping teachers in step educationally and mentally, must be deprived of
their monopoly in the advanced education of teachers. The overpowering Marxist-Leninist
element must be removed by immediate surgery form the further and advanced teacher’s
training organized by the state, which will be continued in future, as well, and the instruc-
tion plan of advanced teachers’ training should be strictly converted to plurality and liber-
alism—with as active and competent co-operation of Christians with teaching certificates

as possible.

VI. The Establishment of a Religious System of
Education in the former GDR

Even if secularization was radically advanced in the former GDR and the influence of
the churches diminished, there are today perhaps greater opportunities for establishing a
model Christian educational system than there after the end of the National Socialists re-
gime. For the eastern part of Germany, which has lapsed into a severe recession economi-
cally and culturally, has an economically potent and politically strong western part of
Germany at its side, whereas after 1945 all of Germany lay in a state of economic, politi-
cal, and cultural destruction.

Of course it should not be rashly inferred from the surprising echo that Christian par-
ties have found in the former GDR that this is now a Christian state. “Christian” is for a

portion of the voters synonymous with “conservative” —and not a sign of a religious
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renewal of society.

The newly founded organizations must begin alomst from scratch—at least in the
school system—because the school system of the GDR was totally state-run. Even the
question whether religious instruction should be included as a regular subject of instruc-
tion in all public schools, as it is in the West, has not been met by total agreement in the
eastern half of our new state, and this instruction if left entirely up to the churches, i.e. is
more or less transferred to the private sphere. There will not be many Christian schools
on the other side of the Werra and Elbe, but they could become exemplary and model
schools which, by appealing to the whole person, could become particularly attractive for
children and parents and perhaps for especially capable teachers as well. Besides, specifi-
cally Christian schools are needed so that ecclesiastic leadership can be educated in the
eastern part of the country.

For the further and advanced training of Christian teachers new institutions will also
have to be established in the areas of central and eastern Germany—with a demand for
public recognition and subsidies from the state. In the basic training of future teachers at
universities and normal institutions scholars of a decidedly Christian bent must be in-
volved. This is an important requirement of appointment policy which has already begun
to take effect. The churches should devote careful attention to this and encourage quali-
fied young scholars in their midst to launch on a teacher-iraining career. All further and
advanced teacher training is not worth much if basic training has not been will rounded.

Basically there is a huge deficit of Christian instituiions in all areas of the educational
system of the GDR. The dioceses between Eichsfeld and Gorlitz will not be able to com-
pensate for this deficit on their own—here the assistance of West Germany is indispensa-
ble and of course consulting, cooperation, and partnership in the form of educational joint
ventures.

Concern about the most pressing and urgent matters must, however, not distract our
attention from that task of united German education which will probably be the most
complicated in the future : the critical, honest overcoming of the intellectual monopoly of

Marxism-Leninism during the four decades the GDR existed. The rather negative
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experience with the “coming to terms” with the Naticnal Socialist past should serve as a
lesson here. Already many “turncoats”, big shots and small, have turned the renunciation
of the totalitarian past into a farce and have put the high ideal of democracy in danger of
becoming superficial and distorted. Skepticism is the duty of critical citizens.

Just as with economic, social, and legislative unification, there will be setbacks and dis-
appointments with the unification of education, too, for example in the establishment of a
concordance between the educational and occupational system. Many young people in the
Fast will at first not comprehend that certification of occupational qualification will not
automatically guarantee them a job in the line of work they have learned, and that they
must prove themselves in a competitive system on their own initiative. But the citizens in
the West and East must relize that the advantages of the unification of the long-separat-

ed parts of Germany predominate.

VI. The Situation Three Years after the Beginning
of the Unification

It is clear that only in three years a unification of two formerly antagonist state can
not be performes. But a lot of the inhabitants of East Germany are disappointed, because
up to now they did not win the wished high standard of life, for which they wanted the in-
tegration into the democratic West. They are impatient, because the social and economic
reforms do not proceed quickly enough. At many points in administration, industry and
also education functionaires of the old communism have returned in key-positions and
built up a kind of passive resistance. The new free market has caused an enormous rate
of unemployment, though the new democratic state has betterd the salary of many peo-
ple.

The political enthusiasm of the year 1989 is blown away, and here and there some
groups wish a return to the abolished communist system of living and working. A great
part of the female employees are angry with the new state, because working mothers
have no longer the opportunity to let their children educate in day continutation hostels

or children gardens.
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A new alienation between East and West Germany has come up in consequence of the
fact, that the standard of life is still lower in the East. Teachers, policemen and other offi-
cials from the West, who voluntarily work for some time in East Germany, are often not
welcome there. The problem s, that in the Eastern population there are not vet enough
experts from many vocational positions. In the institutions of education a great part of
the positions was “cleaned” from formerly communist teachers and occupied be teachers
from the West. Television and newspapers report much about the new contrast between
“ossies” and “wessies” (people of the East and the West of Germany).

Politicians were very surprised by the fact, that little active groups of young people
(skinheads) have organized radical and nationalistic actions against foreigners. The con-
sequence is a new youth criminality with assaults on foreign people. A new Nazism has
come Into existence. Nobody of the experts of education did expect this. The way form
the radical left (Marxism) to the radical right (Nazism) seems to be rather short.

Due to the shutdown of formerly communist youth centers great parts of the youth “lie
on the street” in their leisure-time. A practical materialism followed to the dialectic ma-
terlalism, and new waves of consuming have come up.

Of course we should not forget, that on the whole the situation of life is
extremly better than in the era of the totalitarian communism. But the democratisation
has not yet fulfilled all the wishes of the people in the German East, Perhaps they wished
too much—and too much financial assistance from the Germans in the West.
Functionaires of the old communism misuse the rather bad mood among the youth in
East Germany to develop a skillful strategy of “post—socialism” and by remembering at
what they call “proved achievements” of the former communism. But the majority of the

people is critical enough not to follow these hidden persuaders.

V. Consequences for the Educationl Unification of
South and North Korea

Similar to Germany, also Korea was divided into two separate states after the Second

— 24 —



SAE 7o) AR xoldie] Ukt o oE dl B5 4] f5o] A% )
s 27 wolh.

5o dnfEqt AH o s S8 ASA & waht A%, 223 o BYE
o BEqA 124 Belww o] Bath BAL E5 QT s4ed Fue dAE A
& AEAFSe] 28A Gk ol AR B Aol o FAFAALR TAE]
“olavElz HZEAA & LASA s ANHTh TV ARE “FE"H ATl Ao]
o H2e d2s wol HEdh

AANES (M2]E whm Wojiel) ¥y dAHel FIRHTe] IFAS e FAA
1 MEzoldel PEL 2B che A Aetshein aa}i Jepd AL g2 o

ZAL s AZe A W ASe] AA Holth AL AFe] AAE Aol
oms& AE dAe ZARAe shtE gelth 344 A (HF) A TR §
(A 2) 02 Wale Ao] 2417k o)2o] Hh o TAF A ARIAETL F& B3
7 B e geo|So] oirkE Bujy] S8 “AE vMich” B4H BAFY7L WY
A §E2e Hugty g AulFRst AA v,

22 Audel Ao ARe AAFH TAFY Aducks 2H Fgsichs Al o
oA gk} BT NFsL B Se] ok BE AL $EA)71A Ehx ek ofwl
EEeTe] Waks o] UF B, A5o® E U Audl A4H A9¢ Walx ok
A 2th o TAFS FETo| 10| o Bel o TAFY “FHH 4H"E g2
W, B AR mEe A BT Aa FEY FLolE Aol A 1}

RE S |
w neg ohgst ok s IR AT ot WHD SRATE B U

X

>

s
_§l

12

(o]

25} v%aA FFE 22AANA o
7o) e 3L H i

P
Hd
fm
N
M
%
;9.
OH
>~

1509} AHe] 219



World War and became a victim of the contrast between the communistic and the capital-
istic part of the world. While the unification of West and East Germany has started in
1989, the unification of South and North Korea can be expected in a perhaps not too far
future. After four decades of existence the collage of the DDR(the formerly communistic
part of Germany) happened very suddenly, and the big change into the direction of
democratisation was not enough prepared. The Republic of Korea has now the posibility
to learn from the experiences that were made in Germany in the three years since the
“soft revolution” and to start early enough the mental preparation of the unification. Es-
pecially the following German experiences should be considered in Korea :

1) For both parts of the country the unification will not only be a process of changing
legal, political and economic base, but also a turn of the mentality. The mental bipolarity
that was characteristic for the mahy years of separation and isolation must be subdued
by reactivating personal contacts between South and North as much as possible. The new
unity of thinking and living must grow up from the fundaments of social life, from fami-
lies and relatives, from neighbours and friends.

2) It must be regarded that the both parts of the country have developed two different
“political dialects” in the same Korean language, so that it will be necessary to find a
new common language. The same words have different meanings, so that a kind of men-
tal “translation” will be unavoidable. It can be hoped that the attractiveness of democrat-
ic freedom and independance of the human individual will help to overcome the intellectu-
al difficulties, but this will afford a rather long time (perhaps the time of one or two gen-
erations). It is true that the spirit of communistic policy will disappear from today to to-
morrow. Democracy as the new fundament of the unified state must be learned and
trained, befere it has become the new way of life. This learning and training needs many
mental energies.

3) Immediately after the political turn a great loss of values will make many poeple in
the formerly communistic part of the country helpless, because they were accustomed to
be led by the strong hand of an authoritarian government. A long-lasting gap of values
would be dangerous for the coming—up of the new democratic state. Therefore skillful

campaigns of schools, mass media and other institutions! must care for convincing the
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people about the advantages of new freedom, but also about the duties of a responsible
citizen. This is a problem of a new anthropology.

4) Of course a reform of the educational systems in both parts of the country will be a
precondition for a new understanding between South and North. But every reform must
give the pricrity to the innovation of mentality and not to the renewal of the organiza-
tion. The first step of the educational reform should be to change the mentality and the
educational personel of teachers, youth-leaders and adult educators. It will be necessary
that the communistic leaders among the educational personel must leave their positions,
but it is quite impossible and nonsense to send all teachers who were communists in the
past, into the hell. For working as teachers, many of them could not but identifying them-
selves with the ruling system. Not the individual political conviction can be punished, but
all acts, by which those people have done harm to other people.

5) The greatest demand of reform and innovation in the educational system will be in
the North of the country, and the South must offer a high measure of assistance due to
the comparatively great prosperity of the economy and the rather high standard of life in
the South. But the North should not be estimated as a kind of colony. The teachers, who
go from the South to the North to assist in reforming the educational institutions should
not act as “better” people or as missionaries, but as good compatriots.

6) In the beginning of the reform it could happen that many educational institutions
with evidently, communistic destination are closed at once. But this should only occur
under the condition that at once adequate new schools, nursery houses et cetera are o-
pened. The educational service to the population must become better and not more worse
than before.—~The identification of the youth with the new greater Korea will depend
upon the quality of the educational advantages of the new system.

7) In the process of reform not only the government must be involved, but also the dif-
ferent and competing groups of a new pluralistic society (religious communities, church-
es, trade unions etc.), the families and the individual citizens. The government cannot mo-
nopolize any type of schools or other educational institutes. In a democratic society the
parents must have the main responsibility for the education of the youth.

8) It must be feared that the long years of communistic rule in North Korea have
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minimized the religious life and the religious education, so that many young people are
now atheists. In East Germany about 85% of all young people do not belong to any
church or religious group. It may be that meral education must be—at least for some
years of mental transition—an alternative to religious education. Nevertheless religious
education should get a high importance in the new curricula.

9) As the new Korean state will be quite more liberal than the present communistic
North, the principle of educational and political liberty can be misused by radical groups
—as well from the left as the right wing. It would be dangerous for the coming new state,
if a part of the youth would turn after having lost the former ideology to a contrasting
thinking (in Germany to the radical Nazi ideology). New nationalism ought not to be the
compensation for the lost commuinism. It is urgent that young people are at once en-
gaged in tasks of democratisation, so that they feel responsible for the benefit of the new
democracy.

10) After a time of total isolation the youth of North Korea should have the opportuni-
ty to get acquainted with democratic countries of the world in order to compare different
ways of individual, political and economic life. A vivid youth exchange will do the best
advertisement for feedom and mobility. Many young people (not only from South Korea,
but also from other countries) wish to visit North Korea, which will benefit from this
“peaceful invasion”.

11) A pedagogical unification of two states needs much more time than a legal or eco-
nomic assimiliation and a political integration. The change of mentality can not succeed
in a hurry. It is more a matter of growing than of making. Prudence, patience and com-
posure and high political virtues. People in Asia know that better than people in Europe

or America.
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The Unification of the Chinese Nation
and Its Youth Problems

Songxing Su

Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences

The present world is an epoch of peace and development. The disolution of the cold war
and the appearance of the form of multi-axis in the world had sped up the course of de-
velopment of the human history. This enables that the unification of a nation becomes an
irresistable tide : Both the Fast and West Germany had already realized the unification,
the Korean Peninsula had officially declared the ending of hostility condition, and the re-
lation of the both sides of the China strait had been improved and changed greatly. These
are the results of the joint efforts made by the people of the different nations.

Many social problems are followed through the nation unification and the great change
of society. The youth problem which is closely related with the development and stability
of the society had been attached with great importance by the government and scholars
of different nations.

Sjnce the requirements of different nations are different, so the ways and the forms of
unification shall be different. Then, what will be the change on the China unification and
its youth problem? I am going to give them an approach and prediction. No doubt, this

shall deepen our recognition on the field of youth problem.

II

Before the unification of Chinese nation, though both sides of the strait have different

social systems, but many phenomena of identical youth problems and youth culture are
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commonly existed.
1. The Problem of Youth Criminal Offence

From 1955 to 1965 was the best period of social public order in the continent. The
youth crime rate in 1955 occupied only the 20% of the total criminal cases, but 1t reached
to 62.9% in 1982; 72.5% in 1986 and 74.4% in 1987:but this rate is going higher in
some places. So, youth criminal offence becomes a prominent social problem.

The youth criminal in Taiwan is also increasing. According to the information, the
ratio of youth criminals to the total criminal cases provided by “minister of law affairs 7,
in 1982 the cases increased 12.22% than last vear ; the amount of criminals between the
age from 18—24 in 1981 increased 30% than 1977. According to the newspaper “Times”
(1983) in Taiwan, there was 70% below the age of 18 among the total amount of crimi-
nals.

The youth criminal of both sides of the strait has a common characteristic * “Low
Age”. According to the statistics of 22 big cities in the continent, the youth criminal
cases under the age of 16 occupied 11.6% which had been increased 26.4% than those in
1980. The criminal offence of youth is specially “Pre —matured”. The average age of ju-
venile criminals had been lowered down 2—3 years in 1982 than that in the fifties and
sixties, half a yéar lowered than that in 1981. According to the materials of the “Criminal
Police” , among the juvenile criminal cases in 1982, the youth below 14 had occupied

more than 42%.
2. The Problem of Youth Employment

The labor force supply in our country is greater than demand. According to the investi-
gation of the State Labor Deparment, an excess supply of labor over demand reached 0.
14 billion people in the nineties. The rate of unemployment in 1990 reached to 4%, it was
still increasing in 1991. Besides, due to the increase of the population being stepped into
the peak period, the problem of unemployment shall still be existed within the first 20
years of the next century. In 1986 and 1987, the amount of unemployment of cities and

townships  were 2.09 million and 2.3 million respectively. The  youth



1. 4y Ha 2K

19551dell4] 19651 Alol= th gl A AF3] g3 Afoll glo] Akl A)7]dch 1955\ A
A HEELe AR WHY 20%S 2R s, 22} 198244 62.9%, 19861d¢) 72.5%,
1987l 74.4% 2 F7V3la 9tk o] nldo] U AdeAE 1 o]4ke R Frlstw glch
wetA, AadiF = A2 AEA 2 o R ok

Elo]ghe] AHadwlz] AA] F7h dRol| Sl PHelA AAE AL5 wh=m, A W3
o] Fadwago] 19824 AWE din) 12.2% Z7lsielz, 1981l 18 — 244] <A
ol F WAAgrE 1977 nls] 30% Frtsldnh. elo]shollA w2iE & ebe] = (Times,
1983)ell w2, AA WA 70%7} 184 o)ate] Hande) s FsiAictn gl

F=e Aol gleld Wuld FEHe Aoyl Aotk Fo 227 EAIE
ZAE EAl oJskH, AA W div] Faddsee 16— 18471 21.6%, 164 o] s} 11.
6% 24 o] 1980del vls] 26.4% 713 Zlolch FadWFHE B3] “vAS " Ao
< ehdth 19820 WH odgl=o] 50:dd) 9} 60Wdthel u]s) 2—39d relg.om, 1981
el wlElAlE 054 A% woproh. ARA ARl whaw, 19829 i HHAS Fof
144) o]3} Haxlo] 42% )4 A8} gl}.

TRl 2 el £8E A8 F Y m}oﬂ o5, 90ddld] =
5| eFwe 19 4nkgel gk 1990del] AlgL 4%l o233, 1991 &ajol
EAE Adgo] 71k A6 sleh Aty #Hazd] 9t Q7SR Qs 21479
27] 20870 = AEA = AL 42T Zlolth. 1986w, 19874 A9} AL 247
2w 9nkeg, 2930mbgel o]23 3, AadAlge A Age) 80-85%F x| sgch. o]z
& olfru el 2] A AL 227 S A AY HYS g 2391 9l
o},

[



unemployment occupied 80—85% of the public unemployment. For this reason, our gov-
ernment had called the youth to try to get the job by themselves, or to be organized for
employment.

According to the materials released by “Youth Guidance Committee” in Taiwan in
1983, the amount of employment of the university or professional school graduates had
only reached to 60.9%. There were around 30,000 graduates unemployed ; it is surpris-
ing, since there are only 20 million people in Talwan.

There are slightly differences of the unemployment of the youth labor force between
both sides of the strait ; in continent, there are mainly the youth of the middle school
graduates and the youth entered the age of labor in the countryside, while in Taiwan, ex-
cept the youth stated above, there are also the graduates of the universities and profes-

sional schools.
3. The Problem of Outflow of Youth

After the mid-eighties, a hot-tide of studying abroad had been formed ; some of them
are out of the desire of seeking knowledge, and the others are purely for working abroad.
In 1978—1988, the amount of people abroad at the expense of government or their own
reached to more than 40,000.'During 19881991, the amount of people applied for going
abroad at the expense of their own in Shanghai city alone had reached to more than 31,
000, including more than 78 % people who applied to go to Japan and Australia. The Chi-
nese student studied in the U.S. in the academic year of 1991 had reached to 39,600
which is listed as the first among the overseas student in the U.S.A.

According to the prediction, the hot-tide of the students going abroad in the continents
still under increasing situation.

The problem is that many of the youth didn’t return after the completion of their study,
which had caused the imbalance of the supply and demand of talented people in a certain
period.

It is the same as serious as the outflow of youth talented people in Taiwan. The first
high-tide of the youth studying abroad in Taiwan was in 1962 to 1969, the amount of
people going abroad during this period was amount to 17,695 people ; the second high-
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tide which was in the year of 1976 to 1983, the amount of people going abroad had
reached to 37,961 ; the average return rate was only 13.5%. “The Human Resources
Planning Team of the Economic Construction Committee” had made a plan for Taiwan
from the year of 1983 to 1993, the average shortage of talented people graduated from a
university in the field of science and technology is amount to 2,110 people and the talent-
ed people with graduate level is amount to 895 people. It is a matter of natural that the

authority had appealed again and again to prevent the talented people from out- flowing.
4. The Problem of the Consuming ' Attitude of the Youth

Followed the promotion of people’s living standard higher and higher, the tendency of
pursuing the pleasure-seeking of the youth inside the continent is getting increasing.
Pelple aré worrying for the youth who had not yet independent but pursuing for pleasure
emphasizing on eating, drinking, playing and enjoying.

The relevant department had investigated 6 universities in Tien—jin on 60 undergradu-
ates discovered that the consumming level of the undergraduates is on the higher side,
the structure of consumption is extremely unreasonable. In 1990, the average annual in-
come of people in our country was 800 RMB(approximately 145 USD), but among those
undergraduates, there were 30% whose annual consumption had reached to 1,600—2,400
RMB, which was mainly used for social activities, tourism and amusements, but the
money used for books and stationery was not more than 120 RMB.

An investigation, which had been made in Shanghai, reflects the high consumption con-
dition of the students in the primary and middle school. In last year(1991), the investiga-
tion was carried on 7 middle schools, 4 primary schools and 1 kindergarten : the result of
1389 youths showed that the average monthly pocket money of student is 17 RMB, 44%
of youth spent 20—30 RMB, and the highest is 100 RMB. 62% students got the expendi-
ture of buying greeting cards, 41% of the students invited their classmates to his or her
“birthday paty,” 30% owned high class tourism shoes, and 30% of the students owned
fashioned dress and jewlry. Not only the high consumption of the daughters and sons had

pressed the heavy burden on their parents, it had also effected
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the youth themselves effct the socialized economy.

There is the similar problem existed in Taiwan. In the early eighties, the most desirable
items of the Taiwan youth were walkman recorders, cameras, wrist watches and in the
late eighties, they pursued computers, motorbikes and electronic game sets. And purchas-
ing feishion dress and tourism shoes with high class brands had become a fasionable tide.
As f;n; the amusement, the Dan Jiang University had made an investigation on July 1985,
the favourite amusements of the Taiwan youth were disco ballroom, foreign fast food
restaurant, new tide ballroom, MTV audio and video center, shopping, outdoor activities
and beer house.

The problems stated above are common cultural phenomena to the youth of both sides
of the strait. As for the connotation of the youth work, the both sides of the strait had
also existed in the identical situation and this kind of identical situations is different from
the western countries and Hong Kong.

In western countries, the youth work is mainly aimed at society and the psychic neces-
sity of the youth with different kind of services ; briefly speaking, the youth work is to
satisfy the development of youth and the necessity of the society.

Reviewing the Chinese youth work in the modern history, no matter in the continent or
in Taiwan, they were all for the purpose of mobilizing the youth movement. From the
“May 4th movement “up till now, the history of chinese society is in a sense of the histo-
ry of youth movement. Almost in every social reform or critical moment of our nation,
the problems were solved firstly by the rising of the youth movement and the pushing of
the different classes of the society. For example, during the period of Anti Japanese
War, the Communist party and the Kuomintang both had organized “the Youth League
of Resistance against Japanese and Saving the Nation” ; later on, due to the difference in
the political lines and the principles, both parties were under the hostility condition ; then,
both parties developed their own youth leagues respectively, i.e. “Socialist Youth League”
under the leadership of Communist Party and “Three People’s Principles Youth League”
under the leadership of Kuomintang. Both parties mobilized the youth for the service of
its political line. This kind of connotation on the youth work had not been changed before

or after the year of 1949 within quite a long period of time. Only
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in the recent 10 years, both parties were beginning to change. Therefore, the problem of
unification of China should study the youth problem and the policy of youth work and in-

vestigate its history.

I

The realization of the unification of a country should be the desire of the whole nation.
The pioneer of the Chinese revolution, Dr. Sun Yat—Sen persistently advocated to main-
tain the unifcation of our country. He said “China is an unified country, this point had
already been deeply impressed in the historical consciousness of our country. It is just be-
cause of this kind of consciousness which enables us to take as a country to be exixted.
Though we had met many forces of destruction.” The both sides of the strait had unfor-
tunately been separated for more than 40 years, communication stopped, travel stopbed
‘and the nationality, the Country and the people had suffered a great loss. All the Chinese
compatriot and the overseas Chinese are hoping to end this kind of distressed condition. [t
is regret to say that the hostility situation of both sides of the strait had not vet been e-
liminated fully. On the one hand Taiwan authortiy declared to end “the period of counter
insurgency mobilization”, and on the other hand they emphasized not to give up the basic
policy of anticommunist and regarded continent as a polical entity with enmity.

Under the hostility situation, the youth exchange of bothsides of the srtait can never be
realized really. For two instances : The first is on the respect of exchange of people. Ac-
cording to the materials of Sept. 1990, the compatriots who came to continent from Tai-
wan reached 1.6million people, but due to the factor of limitation of Taiwan authority,
the compatriots who went to Taiwan from continent were only 7 thousand people. It is
not equal. The rate of youth is rare in above—citation, so the study, visit and touristry be-
tween continent and Taiwan young people can not discussed. The second is on the respect
of idea and culture. It is most prominent on the export of the sexy culture from Taiwan.
In 1989, the continent had discovered and seized the sexy video tapes which were a con-

siderable amount at the Fujian and Zhejiang coast, but some original video
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tape for dubbing and other sexy items were smuggled into the continent through sea from
Talwan, Some of the youth had committed the crime caused by this kind of the “poison-
ous items”, The above instances express the serious result : the youth exchange of both
sides of the strait can never be realized under the hostility situation, and we can not have
the cooperative study on the common youth problems to look for the good resolvent.

In the recent years, the hostility condition of both sides of the strait though had not
been eliminated, but the relationship between both sides was beginning to relax which had
been stepped out the steps toward the course of the unification of our nation. At the time
of the relaxation, people-to-people contact in the economic, technical and academic field
and the exchange of the youth of both sides had also begun to appear, which had never
been occurred. First, the literary and artistic works loved by the youth of both sides had
been opened by both sides. The Taiwan love story novels to a miracle had been a best sell-
er in the continent during the mid-eighties. The Fu’ian Province had investigated 959
youth individual—sellers. There were 813 youth (84.7%) who loved to read the Taiwan
novels of this kind. The authors were mostly welcomed were Qun Yao and San Mao.
Under the condition of appearing the “Taiwan Novel Hot Tide “in the continent, this kind
of investigation had a typical meaning. The works of the continent has also entered into
Taiwan.

The works of A-chen “Qi-wnag, Su-wand, Hai Zhi Wang” had been published 10 edi-
tions which had been listed at the top of the novels. The works written by Zhang Xian
Lian, Fur Ji Cai, Zhang Ji, and Mou Yen Had also bsen welcomed by the youth in Tai-
wan.

From July 1987 to March 1988, there were 129 kinds of literary works from the conti-
nent had been published in Taiwan. There are always several works to be listed within
the top 20 best-seller books'. The exchange of youth of bothsides displayed that there is
a piece of “Cultural Greenland” in front of us which had extended the space of their cul-
ture land” in front of us which has extended the space of their cultural life. Secondly, the
youth of both sides have their mutual admired film —video singefs of both sides. Early in
the late seventies, the tape of the Taiwan popular song singer, Deng Li Jun, had been the

best seller through the abnormal channel to the continent. At that time,
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the tape of this kind had been regarded as the decadent music to be prohibited (from this,
we may find out that ever there were cultural exchange of both sides, but they were also
to be twisted).

It 1s very happy to see that rignt now, the singers and songs of this kind had been ac-
cepted and taken as the youth culture of the whole world to be accepted in the continent.
The youth of the continent are very familiar with Taiwan singer and movie stars Tong
An Ge, Zhou Hua Jian and Lin Qin Xia who are admired by the youth in the continent.
We are strongly convinced that as long as there will be no artificial disturbance factor of
both sides, it will be developed into a even wider field so as to be beneficial to the realiza-
tion of our nation unification.

Therefore, that is why the hostility condition between the Taiwan and the continent

should not be continued like now.

I\

Today, The antagonism of both sides of the strait had not been eliminated completely.
Why? An important question is that the future unification is what kind of unification.

For the purpose of realizing the desire of the unification of chinese nationalities as
early as possible, the continent had formally proposed the pattern of unification “One Na-
tion, Two Systems” with the principle of “No Party can swallow the other party.”
Actually, the concept of this kind hacd been narrated in the talk made by comrade Ye
Jlan-ying at the press conference to the reporters of Xin Hua News Agency on Sept. 30,
1981 : that is, the socialist system shall be carried out in the continent with the popula-
tion of one hillion people, while the capitalism shall be carried out in Taiwan : and the
Taiwan shall be a special administrative region which can keep the initiative in its own
hands fully and the society system and ways of life shall be remained to be unchanged.
Besides, in terms of realizing the modernization, still there will be fifty or sixty years to
go in the continent. The “One nation, Two systeme” proposed by the continent and the
policy shall be remained to be unchanged fifty years after 1997 or even longer are the dis-

tinguishing feature of China on this pattern of unification.
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If the “One Nation, Two Systems.” could be realized then, the youth problem of the
both sides of the strait after unification shall be different from the other countries which
had realized their unification already.

From this prospect, we made the concrete prediction as follows:

1. The youth problem of the both sides of the strait after the unification will not

have a radical change within a certain period.

Due to the continuing existance of the two social system, two kinds of life style(the
peaceful co-existance had already been realized, youth problem, phenomena of the youth
culture and even the youth policy which might still have the deep brand of its social
system shall still follow along the development track of of the different social systems.

Firstly, the existance of the society shall decide the social consciousness of the people.
The different mode of production of two societies shall decide the different concept forma-
tion,

The youth living in the different social system, what will they be, the standard shall be
different : Whether taking the individual benefit as the starting point or taking the bene-
fit of the nation or group as the starting point. These two kinds of different value con-
cepts shall make the education of the youth of both sides, evaluation and the form of the
youth problem appeared to have the radical differences.

Secondly, under the two different concept formation, the different extent of civilization
shall create the different effect to the youth. After the economy development of Taiwan,
it had achieved lots of accomplishment in the field of education, culture, fine arts and san-
itary, etc.. But there is no denying the fact that there are obvious negative factors on the
people’s inter-relations, religious belief, taste of beauty and forms of consurnption. Com-
paratively speaking, the education made by the continent to the youth is always put
stress on the inheritance of the outstancing ethical tradition and put more stress on the
pursuing of the healthy spirit and on the scientific, reasonable way of life.

Furthermore, the attiutde of the two systems towards to the hideous phenomena of
mankind is different. It is well-known to us that the problems of prostitution, drug abuse

and black society in the capitalist society is much more serious than the socialist society.
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While Taiwan also has much more serious problem than the continent, after 1949 the
continent had succesfully solved those problems and had been praised by the world opin-
ion. After carrying out the policy of reform and open policy from 1979, the problems of
prostitution, drug abuse and the black society though they had been revived again, not
only the central government but also the locality had taken resolute and serious measures
to attack them again and again so as to stop and control that. Taking the young prosti-
tutes under the age of 16, for example, it is rarely seen in the continent, but it often
makes people shocking in Taiwan. According to the figure provided by 3 polices in Tai—
bei and Gao—xiong ; there were 290 cases of young prostitutes to be tracked down, to-
tally 290 people including the cases under the age of 14, totally 67 people. The prostitu-
pion is prohibited by the Taiwan authority, but it is just like the scholars in Taiwan point-
ed out that it is due to the present administrative policy or codes can hardly to stop or to
educate them. And it caused by the the shortcomings of Taiwan social system in the

same time.

2. The youth problem of both sides of the strait after the nation unification shall

tend to relax.

The nature of sharp conflict shall be transformed into the coordination of the contradic-
tion. Many of the social problems and the youth problems today had been closely related
with the condition of economy development. Hence, the continent and Taiwan both have
the desire of further economy development. Therefore, this shall create the requirements
for the unification of both sides of the strait.

The continent is rich in its material resources, human resources and and Taiwan is rich
In its capital resources;so, both sides can fully utilize the excellence of these resources to
proceed the peaceful construction. In addition to the business contact, the cooperation of
science and technology, cultural exchange, and then the vigorous development of the
whole Zhonghua nation will not be very far from us. Under this major premise, many of
the sharp conflicts on the social problems and the youth problems may be solved smooth-
ly.

The development of economy shall be very important to solve the present youth
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problems in the continent. For example, at the back of the employment of youth, it is
meant to be the fault of the economy policy and the population policy in the past ; and at
the back of crime committing by youth it is meant to be the social reform, the imbalance
of the social code and a part of people got a lower standard of living. At the back of sev-
eral student tides, it is meant to be the hatred of the youth on the inflation, unhealthy ten-
dency and the corruption of the cadres.

The unification of both sides of the strait shall be beneficial to the reform and open poli-
cy of the continent and to speed up the construction of modernization. Thus, the social
economic factor causing the youth problem in the continent shall be overcome gradual
and then, the youth problem shall also be relaxed.

. Of course, the relaxation doesn’t mean the elimination. The following problem is anoth-
er form of contradiction surrounded with the construction of modernization. The problem
of the youth immigration during the urbanization, the problem of the difficulty educating
of the youth under the active increasing of the population, the problem of an only son or
daughter and the problem of the youth socialized under the speeding up the development
of the society, etc.. These problems should still be solved by relying on the development of
economy. As long as the present policy of the continent will not be changed, the society
keeping on to be stable, then, the new youth problem will not create the sharp conflict in

the society.

3. After the unification of our nation, the solution of the youth problems of both
sides of our nation, the solution of the youth problems of both sides of the strait
is to obtain the mutual understanding gradually.

The process of the preparation and the realization of the unification shall be the proc-
ess of mutual contacting, mutual understanding, mutual learning, and mutual cooperation
in the different fields of both sides of the strait. This shall be a long process of our histo-
ry. We had absorbed the Marxism from the West and hed formed the Marxism with Chi-
nese characteristics.

Under the same circumstance, we can also absorb the things of capitalism for the use

of socialism, Since the continent had carried out the open policy and had permitted some
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of the capitalism getting into the continent which is taken as the supplement of the social-
ism development and from now on, we shall do like this continually. Therefore, after the
unification of the both-sides of the strait, through the cool consideration and the practice
In spection, bothsides can seek common ground while reserving differences and learning
from other’s strong points to offset one’s weakness to find out the effective ways to solve

the youth problem by formulating the relevant policies.

4. The approach of the youth problem of the bothsides of the strait after the nation

unification shall have the normal facilitation and inter-change.

The study of the youth problem of the continent had been carried out for more than 10
years. Though we had established the academic exchange with many countries and re-
gions, we didn’t have the contact with Taiwan. So, this is unfavorable to deepen the study
of the youth problem. The youth study in China is established on the basis of whole na-
tion. Thus, the bothsides can enjoy together the resources and achievements of the youth
problem study. The comparative study of the youth problem shall enable the study more
systematic and scientific. Due to common history, tradition and culture we can utilize the
theory of ethnology, anthropology and culture to open up the new projects, and the new

field of the study on youth problem.

During the unification of bothsides of the strait, we shall have lots of work to do on the
youth problem. To the youth of the continent, we have to educate them to have concern
on the future and the destiny of our nation and nationalities, and it is even more impor-
tant to let them to have an understanding that Chinese economy is backward compared
with advanced countries. We should learn the experiences of construction from Taiwan
and strive for a goal of vigorusly developing the Chinese nation together with Taiwan
young people.

After the unification of bothsides of the strait, we should hold Taiwan young people’s

life style, life behavior, their beliefs, view of value, their culture in respect. With
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continuons exchanges we should recognize and believe each other, and clear up the misun-
derstanding caused by the history.

To the youth in Taiwan, it is necessary to overcome the psychological obstacles of dif-
ferent kinds during the unification of cur nation.

The first is the psychological conceit.

The economy in Taiwan had been developed rapidly since seventies. As to the foreign
exchange reserve in the year of 1987, it had been reached to 76 billion, placed Taiwan the
third in the world. According to the report of the world bank, it had been placed the first
in the world. Since there existed an enormous difference in economy of the bothsides of
the strait recently, the Taiwan Authority and a part of youth have had the psychological
conceit ; they think that Taiwan is not necessary to unify with the continent. On Sept.,
1986, a reporter of Columbia Broadcast Co., Wallace, had asked the comrade Deng Xiao
—pin : “Right now, the level of continent economic development is much lower than that
in Taiwan. Why should Taiwan to be unified with the continent?”. The comrade Deng
Xiao—Pin answered, “Mainly, there are two points. The first point, the unification of
china 1s the desire of all the Chinese people. Secondly, if the regression of Taiwan and the
unification with the continent can not be realized, I don’t know when will the Taiwan be
taken away by somebody.” These two points of view shall be helpful to the psychological
conceit of the Taiwan youth.

The second is the psychology of blockade.

Since more than 40 years in the past, the Taiwan Authority had carried out the “block-
ade policy”. It had blocked the passage of all the real information. Not to say, lacking of
relevant free atmosphere in Taiwan, even the youth are of the history and the culture of
our nation. In an article published in the magazine “University ” in Taiwan, it is said that
some of the undergraduates even don’t know the name of “Lu Xun”, the famous cultural
person. Some youths seem that they are not willing to be the members of the Chinese na-
tion. The result of the blockade to the continent enables the youth to create an isolated
feeling and to become a kind of psychological tendency.

The third is the psychological fear.

This kind of psychological fear appeared in many respects:
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1. The fear that the Communist Party shall carried out proletarian dictatorship after

the unification.

2. They are afraid that the people from the continent shall pour into Taiwan pounding

at the Talwan economy.

3. They are afraid of losing their individual ideal and future.

The melancholy feeling and the doubtful and worrying feeling induced by psychological
fear shall be harmful to let the Taiwan youth to give full and active play in the unifica-
tion of our nation.

Before the realization of the nation unification, we have to take consideration on the
youth policy carried out by taking as a country within “One nation, Two systems”. This
is the general policy to the youth formulated by a nation.

[ think that in formulating the general policy, it has 3 principles :

1. It will be beneficial to let the youth inherit and develop the outstanding tradition of the
history and culture of our nation,

2. It will be beneficial to the health growth of the youth to provide the beneficial services
and necessary protection of different kinds.

3. It will be beneficial to the realization of the goal of the world youth “participating, de-

veloping and peace”.
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Ethnic Identity and Korean Youth

09 :00—09 : 30 Registration
09:30-09:50 Opening Address

Dr. Yoon-Gu Lee (President, KYI)
09:50—10:00 General Information on the Seminar Program

Session I : Youth Affairs in Germany, China, and Yanbian

Chair ; Dr. Michael M. Park (KYI)

10:00—10: 40 Guidelines and Problems of Education Unification in United
Germany
Prof. Jorg Ziegenspeck (Liineburg University)
10 :40—11:20 The Unification of China and Youth Affairs
Prof. Songxing Su (Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences,
Institute of Youth and Juvenile Studies)
11720—12: 00 Peculiarities of Yanbian Korean Teenagers :
Foundation of Chinese Minority Policy and Education
Prof. Zhangyu Jin (Yanbian University)
12:00— 1:30 Luncheon

Session 1 : Youth Affairs between South and North Korea

Chair : Mr. Young-Hoon Suh (Hungsadan)

1:30— 2:20 An Analytic Study on the Heterogeneity-Homogeneity between
South and North Korean Youths
Prof. Dong-Kyu Kim (Korea University)

2:20— 3:10 Exchange Programmes between South and North Korean Youths
Dr. Sung-Hee Park (KIYC)

3:10— 3:30 Coffee Break

3:30— 4:30 Panel Discussions
Prof. Heong-Ryul Do (Choungbuk University)
Dr. Duk-Hee Yoon (The Research Institute for National
Unification) »
Mr. In-Joo Park (Dosan Academy)

4 30— 5:00 General Discussions and Summing—up
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