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MEASURING WHAT MATTERS FOR CHILD
WELL-BEING & POLICIES:
Moving the Child Data Agenda Forward to
Inform Better Well-Being Policies

Current status and prospects of child well-being in
Korea through child indicators

11 mav 2022
OLIVIER THEVENON
HEAD OF UNIT
CHILD WELL-BEING UNIT | OECD WISE CENTRE @) OECD

BETTER POLICIES FOR BETTER LIVES

Why measure child well-being?

Child well-being can be used
to deliver greater economic
prosperity, social cohesion

and political stability by... + Guiding the effective use of resources towards A

actions with positive impact on child and later life

« Identify areas where action can to ensure all children
have equal opportunities

outcomes
J/
~
TG » Measuring the impact of policies on children’s lives
A m across a range of outcomes that matter to them
&’ g8 W Q J

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

17




OECD Work on Measuring Child Well-being

Doing Better @)0ECD | 6C» ‘ I
for Children B oo

How'’s Life? 2015

A\ )

Measuring What Matters
for Child Well-being
and Policies

'mmm’

e umuunuull‘“l‘l

@) OECD * B Lite

© OECD |

The “aspirational” measurement framework was built around

six key principles

#1 #2
Measurement must
Child well-being is capture children’s
multi-dimensional "here and now”
and also be future-
oriented

#3
What is
fundamental for
child well-being
changes as
children grow

Informed by scientific research and literature
on what matters for child well-being

#6 #5 #4

Measurement must Children’s well- Integrating

capture how public being is deeply children’s views
policies shape embedded in their and perspectives is
children’s lives environments paramount

©OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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v" Child-centred
v’ Age- & stage-sensitive
v" Reflects children’s views
v' Reflects contemporary childhoods
v/ Captures stability & change in children’s lives

New OECD Aspirational Framework for Measuring Child Well-being

D Public policjeg

Uy

qities, behavi
<20Vt lours &’%
S

;. Outcomes

3
sopiod A

e Physical
Material health

v’ Captures inequalities
v" |Is responsive to the needs of children from

diverse backgrounds and/or in vulnerable

Social
emotional &
cultural

Environme,,,a/po/‘
Iqe
S

Cognitive &
educational

D
Health policies positions

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

©Shutterstock - Colorfuel Studio

©Shutterstock - Victor Brave

Limited info on very young
children’s well-being, partly
because of measurement

Some areas of children’s lives
challenges.

are measured better than others

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

©Shutterstock - Nadia Snopek

Lack of data on children &
adolescents’ social capital.

19




Available data does not always reflect children’s views and

perspectives very well

You need info directly
reported by children to
reveal how well policies
actually meet our
different needs and
preferences.

How can you learn about
things like our sense of
belonging and
experiences of being
discriminated against if
you don't ask us directly?

Our views on what
makes a good life
differs from

adults!

©OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

Existing child data often does not capture the inter-connected
nature of child well-being

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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Existing child data poorly covers children in the most

marginalised positions

Child homelessness is not yet well measured

Child maltreatment remains an “invisible” problem

Measuring progress on social inclusion of children

with disabilities is important

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

Working together to improve international child data
infrastructure

Measuring What Matters
for Child Well-being &
Policies

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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Child well-being work in the pipeline

/ End 2022/early 2023 \

The economic costs of child
poverty
Inequality begins at home: How

home and family life shapes
children’s opportunities

New OECD Child Well-being Building a Strategy to Enhance
Dashboard Child Well-being

July 2022

Revision of the OECD Child Well-
being Data Portal

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

Korea is not well covered by cross-national data

Our comparative data for Korea are taken for adolescents from PISA surveys,
and from Children’s Worlds surveys, and TIMS/PIRLS for middle-age children

Welcome information on critical aspects including:

e Child material well-being/deprivation (nutrition, clothing, material for learning, leisure (including
access to outdoor leisure facilities))

»  Child/adolescents physical and mental health

*  Young child outcomes

*  Housing quality (sanitary conditions, overcrowding)

*  Children’s time use

»  Family living arrangements and parental working status

«  Parenting (household spending on children, time and activities, parental support and overparenting
culture)

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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Low life satisfaction is frequent in Korea, regardless of

adolescents’ socio-economic statusy

15-year-old students who report low satisfaction with their life as a whole, by socio-economic status, 2018

@ Low socio-economic status @ High socio-economic status OTotal

SR I S R ST . R gt R I R R G RPN CR S S N S S I S I SR S
& I T F T L I T T o & FF F ¢ T S
SN NG A \& e & [} X:L \3* e g&

S A o i S N
& O < d »

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

Lower share of middle-age children reporting high satisfaction

with the home they live in

Percentage of children who report high satisfaction with the home they live in

B Total © Low affluence AMedium affluence A High affluence

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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Lower share of middle-age children reporting high satisfaction

with the home they live in

Percentage of children who report high satisfaction with their material belongings

m 10-year-olds High satisfaction O12-year-olds High satisfaction # 10-year-olds Low satisfaction A 12-year-olds Low satisfaction

100 6
0

" 5

A

1 a
60

50 3
4

" 2
2 1
10

0 0

& 2 N ) N ) & D & & NS Q) 2 Q> S & )
S A & <° & s © @ & & RS xS & 3 & &
€S ¢S O AR U A N A
\
& o Q\,& N & &S &Qé?’ &
S & & & &
R
& s

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

“Hard work” Lower share of middle-age children reporting

high satisfaction with the home they live in

Responses to the question "Here is a list of qualities that children can be encouraged to learn at home. Which, if
any, do you consider to be especially important?”, adults aged 20-54 with children, Korea and selected OECD
countries, 2010-2014
@ Korea O Sweden O Germany O United States
100%

Hard work Determination Self-expression Imagination

Source: World Value Surveys, 2010-2014, http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/wvs.isp.

© OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies
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for Child Well-being

Measuring What Matters
and Policies

@)) OECD

©OECD | Measuring What Matters for Child Well-being and Policies

Read the report online:
https://oe.cd/measuring-cwb

Visit the OECD Child Well-being
Data Portal:
https://www.oecd.org/els/family/chil

d-well-being/data

J

Learn about the OECD WISE Centre:
https://www.oecd.org/wise

~N
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MEASURING WHAT MATTERS FOR CHILD WELL-BEING & POLICIES:
Moving the Child Data Agenda Forward to Inform Better Well-Being Policies
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22121 HA:
https://oe.cd/measuring-cwb
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unicef@®
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Worlds of Influence
Understanding What Shapes Child
Well-being in Rich Countries

Outcomes
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UNICEF Innocent, "Warlds of Influence: Understanding what shapes child
wall-being in rich countries”, Innocent’ Rapart Card 16, UNICEF Office of
Aessarch - Innocenti, Florence, 2020

D Public policieg

Physical

Material health

Socal,
emotional &
cultural

Gognitive &
educafional

Health policies

Measures and
indicators should:

- Bechild-centred

- Beage-and stage-
sensitive

- Reflect children’s
views

Reflect
contemporary
childhoods

- Capture stability
and change in
childrens lives

- Capture inequalities

- Beresponsiveto the
needs of ehildren
from diverse
backgrounds andior
invulnerable
positions
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