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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine what kinds of attitudes high school stdudents
have regarding the human rights issues for youths, and how they perceive the human
rights situations which they face with, and to find out the factors which influence those
attitudes and perceptions. The data used in this study come from The Current Status
of Korean Children’s and Youth’s Rights; 2013, and the responses from high school
students were selected. The personal characteristics, the environmental conditions and
the experiences related to human(student) rights were treated as major independent
variables, and the attitudes and perceptions regarding youths’ rights as dependent
variables. The major findings regarding the factors influencing the attitudes on rights
were gender, school achievements, socioeconomic backgrounds, and parental educational
achievements among personal factors, the degree to which adolescents think they are
respected in deciding family issues, participation in school affairs, the degree in supporting
youths for participating in youth activities among environmental factors, and the
experiences of receiving inspection of their belongings and participating in social issues.
With respect to the perception on student rights situations, school achievements,
socioeconomic backgrounds, the degree to which adolescents think they are respected
in deciding family issues, participation in school affairs, the experiences of their personal
lives revealed at school, the exercise of participatory rights, and the experiences of being
physically punished and discriminated were the significant predictors.

Based on these results, the important issues in researching adolescents rights and

the policy implications for enhancing them were discussed.
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Abstract
ﬁ

The purpose of this research is to find the variable that affects the recognition level
of the participation rights of youth, especially, middle and high school students, by
using the maternal, 'Korean Survey on the Rights of Youth and Children in 2013

According to the research result, first, in terms of ‘recognition on human rights agencies
and systems,’ there is strong static effect of the recognition level of the participation
rights of respondents regardless of groups, and female respondents have a higher
recognition level of participation rights, compared with male ones, regardless of educational
background in terms of ‘gender.” In addition, the general level of human rights subjectively
recognized in Korean society including families and schools shows relatively strong
static effect in both middle and high school students. The effect of individual independent
variable depends on groups. In terms of "the satisfaction of school life" or "stress caused
by study,” high school students show relatively stronger effect, compared with middle
school students. In addition, in terms of “economic conditions of family,” “frequency
of education of human rights,” or “participation in social issues,” high school students
show significant effect, but the items are excluded from the optimal model in the middle
school student group. However, the variables that show significant effect in middle
school students, “experience in discrimination,” ’participation of students in school
activities,” and "educational background of their mother,” are excluded from the optimal
model in the high school student group. The variables commonly inputted to the optimal
model in the middle and high school student groups are ‘satisfaction of school life,
‘recognition of human rights agencies and systems,” ‘male dummy,” ‘respect of the human
rights of their parents during decision making,” “subjective human rights level,” “school
record,” ‘corporal punishment or insult by parents,” etc.

Based on the research result, political proposal is made as follows. First, as the recognition

of human rights organizations and systems has a strong static effect on the recognition

49



level of the participation rights of youth in all groups, the description of the organizations
and systems related with human rights should be strengthened in the educational programs
for improving the participation rights of youth. Second, in all groups, as male respondents
show lower recognition level of participation rights, compared with female ones, it needs
to develop educational programs for human rights suitable for the characteristics of
male and female. Finally, the recognition level of human rights in general Korean society
including families and schools shows strong static relation with the recognition level
of the participation rights of youth. That shows, as the thought of human rights of
an individual is strongly affected by his/her environment, if the human rights of youth
in schools and families are respected, the recognition of human rights of youth will

be able to be improved.
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