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Abstract
ﬁ

A Study on the Research Trends and further issues of Youth Policy
-Focusing on analyzing the NYPI” s Research Projects over a 25-year period-

The objectives of this study are to analyze the National Youth Policy Institute (NYPD)* s
research projects and their results over a 25-year period, and to propose future research
projects based on the analysis. To this end, the following three aspects of the research
projects were analyzed. First, a trend analysis of the research projects was conducted.
For research projects completed between 1989 and 2013, major trends were identified by
examining projects in 5-year periods. Second, a contents analysis of the research projects
was conducted. Research projects were categorized into several topics to investigate their
contents. Then, the number of research projects and research topics were examined for
individual researchers, and finally, the policy proposals from the research projects were
analyzed. Third, ways to improve youth policy research were reviewed. Based on the results
from previous analyses, future research projects in youth policy research are proposed.
To analyze the research projects, quantitative analysis, contents analysis, and expert survey
have been conducted.

The major research findings are as follows. A trend analysis of all research projects
reveals that the ratio of internal and external research projects is 7:3, and that the majority
of projects used quantitative research methods, while very few used qualitative research
methods. Also, research on overall adolescents accounts for about 66%, and the number
of research on post-adolescents is very few compared to research on early adolescents.
A trend analysis of internal and external research projects indicates that there are differences
between the two project types. A trend analysis of research projects by their topics also
indicates that there are differences in the number of projects, clients, research methodologies,
and subject of study. Next, contents analysis was performed after categorizing research
projects into five topics, followed by proposal of future projects. Also, the number of research
projects, research topics, and policy proposals for individual researchers were analyzed.
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The average number of research projects per researcher gradually increased, reaching
4.6 on average in 2013. There are some variations in the research topics studied by individual
researchers. Finally, outcomes and directions of future projects are derived from the trend
and contents analyses.

Based on above findings, ways to improve youth policy research are proposed in three
areas: development of research agenda, utilization of research workforce, and expertise
of policy development. Each proposal is followed by 2-3 detailed policies.

Key Words: National Youth Policy Institute, Youth Policy Research, Trend Analysis,
Contents Analysis
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