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Abstract
ﬁ

As a second year research of a three-year longitudinal research on delinquent
juvenile school dropouts, this report focuses on understanding their characteristics
and presenting supportive measures based on the findings from the research. We
have compared the delinquent juvenile school dropouts’ changes in their daily
lives, psychology, and behaviors one year after they have discontinued school
attendance from those of the previous year.

We have conducted surveys and interviews for the research. Among the 220
panel members that were subject to research for the first year, we were able to
contact 189 who were still on probation this year, and excluding the 3 who have
denied participation, we have conducted survey on the 186 juveniles and analyzed
the result. In-depth interviews were conducted on 10 juveniles out of 12 who
were subject to research during the first year, 4 adolescents who were reserved
for the research, and 2 probation officers.

Once delinquent juveniles discontinue school attendance, it is extremely difficult
for them to return to school and continue with their school education. Survey
result showed that most of the adolescents have remained as dropouts from
regular middle and high schools. Only 10.8% of the respondents have returned to
schools, but 4.9% of them have once again discontinued their school attendance.
Many respondents have answered that they have been working either part time
or full time jobs during the past year, and many of them have taken the test for
Korea’s General Equivalency Diploma. It was found out that delinquent juvenile
school dropouts spent more time working than studying, and as for the type of
information they need after dropping out of school, they were in need of

information on vocation and jobs that suited their aptitude. Psychologically, they

did not show much difference between the tests conducted during the first year
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and the second year, or showed slight improvement. Analyzing the crime types
ruled by Probation and Parole Office and the Court, the ratio of violent crimes
and traffic crimes out of total showed relative increase, but burglary or larceny
and drug related crimes showed dramatic decrease. Studying the juveniles’
relationship with their probation officers and their evaluation on the probation
program, more than half of the respondents stated that their designated probation
officers have changed during the past year, and the average frequency of change
in probation officers was found to be around twice a year. Most of the juveniles
maintained good relationship with their probation officers, and comparing their
responses with those from previous year, their answers turned more positive.
Juveniles were using Financial Support for GED Education the most out of all the
probation support programs, and their satisfaction rate also recorded the highest
for this program.

As delinquent juvenile school dropouts lack opportunities to form social
relationships, they have frequently revealed their concerns on their relatively weak
social skills. Thus, it seems that activating mentoring programs is necessary to
create opportunities for them to meet not only adults but also their peers. In line
with the first year research, the second year research found that counseling before
school dropout has not been actively utilized, and information on career path has
not been delivered well to the juveniles after they have discontinued school
attendance. Thus, if schools cannot prevent juveniles from dropping out of school,
they should put more effort into providing diverse and accurate information to

the juveniles.
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