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Abstract
ﬁ

Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey VI: Data Analysis Report 2
- Longitudinal study of youths’ adaptation to school life with their peer relationship

This study aimed to investigate how youths” adaptation to school life changes over
time and how their early-established peer relationships are associated with the changes
in adaptation to school life.

For the analysis in this study, the data of the middle school grade 1 panel in the
Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS) from Year 1 (2010) through to Year
4 (2013) were used. The subjects included 2,351 youths that are the original sample
group of the middle school grade 1 panel in the Year 1 survey in 2010, 2,280 respondents
in the Year 2 survey (2011), 2,259 respondents in the Year 3 survey (2012), and 2,108
respondents in the Year 4 survey (2013).

Results showed that firstly, there were individual variations in the levels of changes
in learning activities, discipline, relationship with friends, and relationship with teachers
over the four years of youths’ school life from middle school grade 1 to high school
grade 1 and the levels were upward. Secondly, in the level of youths” communication
in the establishment of their peer relationship, there were individual variations in the
initial levels of learning activities, discipline, relationship with friends, and relationship
with teachers. Thirdly, youths that had high communication levels in the establishment
of peer relationship showed higher initial levels of learning activity adaptation, and
in youths that had high communication levels, declines in learning activity adaptation
were tardy. Fourthly, youths that showed high levels of communication and trust in
the establishment of peer relationship had high levels of friendly relationship adaptation,
youths that showed high levels of isolation had low levels of friendly relationship

adaptation, and there were individual variations. Also, in youths that had high




communication levels, declines in friendly relationship adaptation were tardy.
Based on these analysis results, this study presented policy recommendations on
individual, family, interpersonal and career education systems to help youths adapt

themselves to school life.

Keywords: middle school student, peer relationship, adaptation to school life,
longitudinal analysis, Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey
(KCYPS).
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