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Abstract

Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey VI: Data Analysis Report 1
- Longitudinal Effect of Social, Cultural and Economic Capitals
on Youths Happiness

This study focused on the role of social, cultural and economic capitals for the improvement
of youths’ happiness. Factors to measure happiness were divided into subfactors of the concept
of subjective welfare, i.e., satisfaction with living and the feeling of happiness. Variables included
social capitals (abusive upbringing, permissive upbringing, unguarded time after school, and
parents’ interests in friends), cultural capitals (reading time on school days, reading time on
non-school days, travel experience, and experience in cultural activities), economic capitals (family
income and pocket money), and control variables (gender, father’s employment, satisfaction
with school results, and father’s educational level). The data of the elementary school grade
4 panel in the Korean Children and Youth Panel Survey from Year 3 (elementary school grade
6, 2012) to Year 4 (middle school grade 1, 2013) were used. SPSS for Windows 20.0 and
HLM 7.0 were used for analysis. Subjects for inquiry were as follows:

Firstly, how do youths’ happiness change over time as they grow older?

Secondly, what effects do social, cultural and economic capitals have on the initial values
of youths’ happiness?

Thirdly, what are variables that influence change in individual youths’ happiness over time?

Key results of the study are summarized as follows:

Firstly, youths® happiness (satisfaction with living and the feeling of happiness) declines over
the period from elementary school grade 6 to middle school grade 2.

Secondly, variables that influenced the initial values of youths’ satisfaction with living included
gender, satisfaction with school results, father’s educational level, abusive upbringing, permissive
upbringing, and parents’ interests in friends. Variables that influenced the initial values of youths’
happiness included gender, father’s employment, satisfaction with school results, abusive upbringing,
permissive upbringing, unguarded time after school, and reading time on school days.

Thirdly, variables that influenced change in youths’ satisfaction with living included gender,
father’s employment, satisfaction with school results, abusive upbringing, permissive upbringing,
unguarded time after school, and reading time on school days, and variables that influenced
change in youths’ happiness included gender, satisfaction with school results, abusive upbringing,
and permissive upbringing.

Conclusions and recommendations were drawn based on these results.

Keywords: Youth happiness, social capital, cultural capital, economic capital, HLM.
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