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Abstract

ﬁ

A study on character education through youth activities
by local youth centers

The purpose of this study is to examine current status and to analyze local community
needs for a character education promotion act, which was recently passed by the National
Assembly in South Korea. This study defines youth character education in local
communities as “activity programs provided by local youth centers and institutes
encouraging youth to develop properly and to raise their competencies.”

This study conducts literature reviews, examination of experts’ opinions,
qualitative case study, analysis of current programs, Delphi research, experts’
workshops, and council of policy. The results of this study can be divided into
two parts; first, direction of policy for local youth institutes’ activating character
education programs is provided; second, character education program model and
implications for character education in schools are suggested.

This study finds five different character education program operation models in local
communities: participation-experience model, youth planning model, youth-local resident
planning model, local improvement model, and school-local community relationship
model. By interviewing eighteen youth and sixteen youth experts, this study also finds
that character education programs are effective for developing diverse positive character
such as self-esteem, sincere, concern, social responsibility, courtesy, self-control,
honesty-courage, wisdom, righteousness, and citizenship.

Twelve policy-tasks and progress plans are provided by three-time Delphi research,

evaluating importance and priority. Twelve policy-tasks and progress plans are as follows:




1) preparation of motivating methods regarding participants’ needs, 2) provision of
long-term project operation model focusing on active problem-solution, 3) proposing
operation model emphasizing youth’s developing and forming relationship, 4) having
workshop dealing experts’ know-how of operating programs, 5) sharing excellent cases
of operating programs, 6) developing joint operation of experience- activity programs
using local resources, 7) youth institutes' securing finances for school related projects,
8) preparing cooperative system among local resources, 9) planning successful cooperation
experiences between local community and school, 10) developing infrastructure of local
resources and operating continuous and cooperative relationship, 11) expanding participants
of school teacher training including youth experts in local communities, and 12) starting
higher level of teacher training by using program consulting format. This study provides

a road map of each policy-tasks and progress plans.
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