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Abstract
ﬁ

This paper presents a summary of the process, description and conclusions of the study
on “Implementation of Youth-Happy Community Pilot Project II and Its Policy-making,” a
part of the National Youth Policy Institute’s 2016 study on “Developing Youth-Happy
Community Indicators and Community-Building Project VI.” It is an ongoing project
initiated in 2013, and to ensure consistency of the outcome, the research objectives and
methodology are based on the same framework as the research design used in the past 3
years (2013-2015).

Main research has been divided into different parts so that year-on-year continuity can
be maintained while differentiation is obtained. Namely, the research parts are: 1.
Literature review and site interview analysis; 2. Development of action programs to
promote youth-happy communities; 3. Implementing youth-happy community pilot projects
in 2 regions, identifying policy implications and assessing impact; 4. Identifying
policy-making for building youth-happy communities.

Methodologies include: literature review, site interviews, expert colloquium, forums
attended by youths, experts, researchers and local civil servants, surveys, pilot projects,
expert advisory meetings and policy councils. Based on the research results, the following
policy recommendations have been identified.

First, self-governance for youths must be assured to build youth-happy communities.
Young people must be able to discover the issues in their community and make attempts
to make real improvement through such mechanisms as self-governance committee or
learning community.

Second, funding must include self-funding, such as local sponsorships and cooperatives.

Third, youths and local residents must have ownership in the initiative, participating
from the start. There must be an ongoing training and education program to build their
operational competency.

Last, there must be a diverse set of “local-specific models” rather than standardized




central government-led projects, which can be discovered or developed through such

means as pilot projects, best practices and competitions.

* Keywords: Youth-Happy Community, pilot project, policy-making.
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