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ABSTRACT

This study aims to design a survey that will be used to collect basic
policy data for the formulation of efficient and systematic policy for
youth at-risk. To this end, we reviewed the validity and appropriateness
of the “Youth At-Risk Survey” questionnaire developed for this purpose
and conducted a pilot survey to identify problems. The pilot survey was
intended primarily to identify problems with the factual survey, but it
also aimed to investigate the current state of youth at-risk, although in
a limited way, through analysis of the preliminary survey. Among the
several types of youth at-risk groups, the targets of the preliminary
survey were young adults who have run away from home and youths
involved in juvenile crime and delinquency, as they belong to the
high-risk youth group who are vulnerable to multiple risks. For this
study, we used quota sampling by creating a sample involving users of
major institutions that support youth at-risk. The target sample size was
600 people, and the number of surveyed samples was 627 people, but
565 people were used as the sample for the actual analysis. The survey
consists of 123 items on 14 topics in 6 categories, including experiences
related to family and daily life, experiences of sexual violence,
psychological and emotional uniqueness and related behaviors, policy
demand, and general characteristics.

The data analysis showed that over half of youth at-risk had
experienced domestic violence in the past year and many of them had
run away from home. The main reason for leaving home was family
conflict, and the support desired most by such youths was support for

accommodations and meals. It was also found that 21.7 percent of

ABSTRACT | 217



adolescents have suffered from digital sex crimes, which has become
a serious social issue. There is a clear difference between the sexes in
terms of their experiences of digital sex crimes, with the number of
female victims (36.6 percent) being three times higher than that of their
male counterparts (11.8 percent). Among the respondents, 24.3 percent
said they had experienced depression that lasted over two weeks in the
past year, while 30.5 percent had experienced self-harm and 20.1
percent had attempted suicide, pointing to the need for aggressive
intervention and support for such high-risk youths. The difficulties youth
at-risk experience include “insecurity about their future” and “family
conflict,” and the support they wanted the most was access to
employment opportunities. Based on the results of the analysis, this study
suggests the direction that policy for supporting youth at-risk should
take.

Keywords: youth at-risk, Youth At-risk Survey, experience of running

away from home, experience of suffering from digital sex

crimes, youth at-risk support policy
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