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ABSTRACT

Experiences of Korean youth workers working in the

sexual minority youth support service

Gong, Eunseon® - Choi, Na-Yeun®

Korean society is facing a need to spotlight the lives and difficulties of sexual
minorities, which has been spurred on by increased social awareness of such
issues. There are a number of prime movers behind this, one example amongst
many is the he UN's pressure for comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation
to be enacted by the Korean government. Due to prevalent discrimination and
biases in Korean society, sexual minority youth (SMY) have reported reluctance
in utilizing public services like counseling services under this social and legislative
climate. Therefore, this study aims to develop a deeper understanding of the
experience of youth workers managing a government project supporting SMY in
the public sphere. Semi-constructed, in-depth interviews were conducted with
six participants who have worked on projects supporting sexual minority youth
for more than one year. The results were analyzed based on the Giorgi's
phenomenological qualitative approach, and 3 categories, 10 themes, 28 sub-themes,
and 119 meaning units emerged. Even though the participants experienced
difficulties supporting sexual minority youth due to challenges in developing
relationships with SMY and also due to unstable and unsupportive working
conditions, they have grown in expertise and developed a sense of pride through
these experiences. Moreover, they elucidated much needed structural and
individual changes and competencies through these experiences; which leave
them better placed to support SMY in Korean society at large. Based on these
findings, a number of recommendations and future directions were discussed to

better and more actively support sexual minority youth.
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