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ABSTRACT

An exploratory study on children’s contact with
incarcerated parents and the impact upon the family

relationship®

XXXX

Lee, Ji Sun*™:-Cui, Lina*™-Han, Kimyung

The purpose of this study is to understand parent-child contact in the context
of parental incarceration from the perspective of the children concerned. Data
was collected by conducting in-depth interviews with 9 adolescent children of
imprisoned parents and the data thus harvested was analyzed using a qualitative
case study method. The results were as follows. In terms of their contact with
incarcerated parents, our research revealed that the adolescent subjects wanted
an extension of interview time, greater access to family visitation rooms, a more
child-friendly environment, flexibility in applying for interview reservations, and
an expansion of interview opportunities for greater privacy in contact between
the parent and child. Based on these results, we present a number of initial
recommendations which we believe can improve the quality of children's contact

with incarcerated parents.

Key words: children with incarcerated parents, parental incarceration, visitation,

parental relationship
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