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ABSTRACT

Understanding the reasons behind and experiences of
out-of-school youths: Implications for dropout
prevention policies

Park, Hana" - Kim, Sungeun” - Kim, Hyeonsu™

The purpose of this study is to understand the complex and fundamental reasons
why adolescents drop out of school and how they interacted with others in the
process, A qualitative case study was conducted with 10 out-of-school youths, and
data were collected through FGI, The results revealed the existence of three in-depth
reasons for dropping out, which are ‘Career’, ‘Academic', and ‘Relationship’ reasons,
In each area, these experiences were seen and expressed very vividly, In particular,
interactions with the counselor played a role in protecting students from dropping
out, Moreover, Weclass and the alternative classroom had the effect of creating a
form of ‘rest and buffer space, Based on these results, implications for dropout
prevention policies were drawn as follows, Career support, appropriate organization
& policy committees, a counseling system and an early warning and early response
mechanism are clearly needed, Additionally, the WeClass and alternative classrooms
should be expanded. In addition, I argue that it is necessary to consider youths at

risk of dropping out of school in preparation for the high school credit system.

Key Words: out-of-school youth, reasons for school dropout, prevention policy for
school dropout, qualitative case study
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