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ABSTRACT

The experiences of youth in low-income youth career
development support programs: Improvement of agency

Hekkk

Noh, Hyejin® - Nam, Kicheol™ - Park, Mihee™ - Lee, Bongjoo
Lee, Sunghak™" - Lee, Shinhye

Hkkkk

This study interviewed 11 adolescents in order to examine the outcomes of the
three-year Vision Plan project, which was designed to support the careers and
development of low-income adolescents. A qualitative case study approach was used
as our research methodology, Through interviews, we analyzed the specific
experiences, changes undergone during their participation in the Vision Plan project
and elucidated the meaning which the project held for these participants, The analysis
reveals that the core experiences and achievements of youth through the Vision Plan
are an increase in “agency” in the process of selecting and determining one’s career,
For young people, the Vision Plan project seems to have contributed to an increasing
sense of agency in designing careers by expanding the range of resources available
for them to choose from, based on a variety of experiences. On the basis of these
results, this study proposed a number of support systems, including psycho-emotional
support, increased employment security for social workers, and long-term support in

the low-income youth career support program.

Key Words: low income youth, development support, career support, Vision Plans, case
study, agency
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