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ABSTRACT

A study on changes in the school lives of North Korean
migrant youthafter their transition to upper schools

Kang, Gusup”

This study aims to analyze the school lives of North Korean immigrants in
terms of their disclosure or non disclosure of their personal backgrounds and
origins as they undergo the process of transition to upper schools, which has a
decisive effect on this transition. Besides this, the study also draws forth a number
of policy suggestions which may be of benefit to them.

The results of the study indicate that the transition to upper schools did not
have a decisive effect on the new school lives of these students, since the
characteristics that were observed in their former schools were also observed in the
upper schools, The North Korean youth did not utilize their transition to upper
schools as an opportunity to open up about and disclose their personal backgrounds
and origins, Whether North Korean migrant youth chose to disclose their background
in their transition to upper schools or not, their personal characteristics have a
meaningful effect on their decisions. The results of the study imply that the support,
effort and concern of teachers, is necessary as they transition to upper schools in

order for both of them to form good relationships and a stable school life,

Key Words: North Korean migrant youth, adjustment, transition to upper schools,
disclosure of personal background
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