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A phenomenological study on the discriminatory experience, as perceived by North Korean refugee youth

ABSTRACT

A phenomenological study on the discriminatory

experience, as perceived by North Korean refugee youth

Jung, Youngson®

This article explores the discriminatory experiences perceived by North Korean
refugee youth. Eight North Korean refugee youth who had experienced
discrimination in South Korea were interviewed., The interview data were analyzed
using phenomenological analysis, As a result, the discriminatory experiences
perceived by North Korean refugee youth in South Korea was composed of
previous experiences, the experiences of and responses to discrimination, and the
consequences of discrimination, They tried to establish themselves in South Korea,
making use of their relationships with the residents of North and South Korea
(previous experiences), Discrimination has been experienced to distinguish, draw
lines, stigmatize, criticize(experiences and responses to discrimination), As a result
of discrimination, they lived as strangers, nomads, and people within borders
(consequences of discrimination). As possible measures to alleviate these problems,
educational support to North Korean refugee youth and a campaign aimed at

canging attitudes amongst South Korean citizens was proposed.

Key Words: North Korean refugee youth, discrimination, phenomenological study
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