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ABSTRACT

Q-methodology analysis on family relation types
amongst immigrant youth

Park, Esther”- Yoo, Soonhwa™ - Chung, Aeree™

The purpose of this study was to analyze the family relation types amongst
immigrant youth making use of Q methodology. Thirty-six Q statements representing
the familial relationship characteristics of immigrant youth were drawn from a
literature review and interviews with immigrant youths, multicultural youth counselors,
multicultural school teachers, and professors majoring in education, The study
participants consisted of 33 immigrant youths, aged from 11 to 20 years old. This
study analyzed data by means of the PQ Method. The result of our Q analysis
produced three types of family relation types: 1) the type of family-dependent
adaptation, 2) the type of active adaptation, 3) the type of avoidant conflict, The
immigrant youths belonging to type 1 were adapting to a new environment with
assistance from their family because they had only been resident for a relatively
short time in Korea. The immigrant youths belonging to type 2 were living a
relatively stable life with their family. They proved to be adaptable persons and
revealed independent and progressive characteristics, In the case of type 3, their
family relationships were not satisfactory, but in fact stagnant. Additionally, they
felt the presence of conflict within their families, This study analyzed wvarious
phenomenon and subjective recognition on the part of the immigrant youths
regarding their family relationships, and suggested more appropriate supportive

directions, according to each type. The results of the study are expected to be
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used as baseline data for helping to resolve the family problems encountered by

immigrant youths and to assist in improving their relationships.

Key Words: immigrant youths, family relation type, Q-methodology
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