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ABSTRACT

Gender differences in the role of self-esteem and
social support in relation to the effects of school
bullying victimization on depression

Jun, Shinhyun™ - Lee, Seong-Sik*

This study examines whether the effect of school bullying victimization on
depression differs according to whether the victims are male or female students.
The study also tested whether the effect of school bullying victimization on
depression may be mediated by self-esteem and whether school bullying
victimization decreases self-esteem, and in turn increases depression. In addition,
this study tests the differences in mediating effects according to gender, On the
other hand, the present study hypothesizes whether self-esteem has a moderating
effect on the relationship between school bullying victimization and depression.
That is, this study tests whether the effect of school bullying victimization on
depression may be buffered by high levels of self-esteem. This study also tests
whether the effect of school bullying victimization on depression may be buffered
by high levels of social support. This study also tests the differences in those
effects according to gender. Using data from the Korea Child and Youth Panel
Study, it was revealed that several hypotheses are supported and there are indeed
noticeable differences attributable to gender differences. The results show that
the effect of school bullying victimization on depression is greater on females

than on males and its effect is mediated by self-esteem in the case of females,
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** Professor, Soongsil University
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Gender differences in the role of self-esteem and social support in relation to the effects of school bullying
victimization on_depression

However, it is revealed that for males, self-esteem has a moderating effect on the
relationship between school bullying victimization and depression and the
interaction effect of school bulling victimization and self-esteem on depression is
significantly negative, Furthermore, for females, it is found that the interaction
effect of school bulling victimization and social support on depression is

significantly negative,

Key Words: school bullying victimization, depression, self-esteem, social support
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