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A study on the perceptions of school bullying by young North Korean defectors

ABSTRCT

A study on the perceptions of school bullying
by young North Korean defectors

Eun, Jihyun™ - Cho, Youngha™

This paper delved into the ways in which young North Korean defectors
enrolled in South Korean formal secondary school perceive school bullying. Using
the 10 phases of the school bullying index, we surveyed 142 students of H
specialized middle and high schools, which were founded for young North
Korean defectors in March 2006, Their perceptions of school bullying were mainly
examined using the following three research questions: 1) general perceptions; 2)
perceptions from the assailant’s perspective and from the victim's perspective; and
3) when they felt that teachers should intervene in a school bullying problem.
According to our results, the students generally perceived the fourth phases or
above of the index as school bullying, The fourth phase refers to actions like
starting a rumor or making insulting remarks, However, some of them understood
school bullying in terms of physical violence, for example, hitting somebody.,
They were impervious to school bullying from the assailant’s perspective as
opposed to the victim's perspective, In the victim’'s perspective, the students
seemed to feel that teachers should intervene in incidence of school bullying
from the fourth phase or above of the index. They also demonstrated a tendency
to deal with school bullying by themselves if it is not direct and physical in
nature, In the conclusion, the findings are discussed in depth and suggestions for

further research direction are provided.,

Key Words: school bullying, young north korean defectors, index
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