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ABSTRACT

The experiences of workers at group homes
for North Korean youth defectors

Kim, Hyun-A" - Bang, Kee-Yeon™*

This study investigated the experiences of workers at group homes for North
Korean youth defectors, making use of their own testimony and perspectives. Ten
group home workers were interviewed and the interview data were analyzed by
Consensual Qualitative method. The group home workers had initial difficulties in
establishing a rapport with the North Korean youth defectors due to their lack of a
preexisting companion relationship experiences, However, as they began to better
understand the North Korean youth defectors, they began to create an alternative
family relationship with them, It took approximately about one year for North
Korean youth defectors to become adjusted to Korean society and South Korean
people. The group home workers experienced financial difficulties and heavy
workload, but found meaning in their work through helping and living with North
Korean youth defectors. They recommended prospective group home workers
should have knowledge, skills, and understanding regarding both group home
management and North Korean people and culture., This study also included a

number of important policy recommendations for North Korean youth defectors,

Key Words : North Korean Youth defectors, Group Home Workers, Qualitative Study
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* Seoul Cyber University
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