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A Phenomenological Approach to the Experiences of the University Entrance Examination by Vocational High School Seniors

ABSTARCT

A Phenomenological Approach to the Experiences
of the University Entrance Examination by Vocational
High School Seniors

Kim, Young-Hee" - Kim, Sung-Bong™

This study sought mainly to better understand the experiences of the university
entrance examination undertaken by vocational high school seniors through a
phenomenological lens, within the present context of the university entrance rate
outnumbering the number of available jobs, Following depth-interviews with the 11
study participants and analysis of the data using Colaizzi s phenomenological,
their experiences were summarized as follows: a university degree is seen as a
basic premise for life, anxiety and temporary expedient, self-satisfaction and
alienation, difficulties within their careers and compromises with reality, attempts at
elevating themselves, complaints about the quality of public education, Based on
our findings, this study went on to discuss the need for more specialized career
guidance and ongoing career consultations, greater efforts aimed at equalization of

educational outcomes, and strengthening the capability of vocational high schools.

Key Words : vocational high schools, experience in preparing university
entrance exams, phenomenological study
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