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An Analysis of Youth Fandom Based on the Ground Theory

ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Youth Fandom Based on
the Ground Theory

Choung, Jae-Min®

This study was designed to identify the admission phenomenon associated with
Fandom, The findings are expected to contribute to the development of a fandom
culture theory, The subjects used for the purposes of this study were 4 middle school
girls, Data were collected by means of recording and transcribing interviews and
analyzed in the framework of grounded theory as mapped out by Strauss and
Corbin(1998). The core category in the analysis of the phenomenon of fandom was
"love expressed to stars and shouting to the world about on€ s favorite stars", In the
process of data analysis, a total of 74 concepts, and 31 subcategories were identified.
These subcategories were regrouped into 13, These were confirmed as follows :

Those under the influence of the mass media, star attraction, and other fan
activities fans all were behaviors which led to fandom. The core concept of the
Fandom phenomenon was 'T am falling in love with a star,' This begins through
dreaming about a relationship or marriage with a star, This leads to obsession
with the star to the point whereby their parents wishes were all but ignored,
The next step in this process is 'My love for a star is a benefit of the star.' This
is manifested in economic activities, cheering activities, and raising more fans for
the benefit of the star. Another manifested behavior is that they are unconcerned
about their own satisfaction,

The core category in the analysis of the phenomenon of fandom was"love

expressed to stars and shouting to the world about one’s favorite stars",

Key Words : fandom, ground theory
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