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ABSTRACT

Socialization of Adolescent Children in Korean
Families : Parental Expectations and Involvement

Sohn, Seong-Young”

This paper examined parental expectations and evaluations in regard to their
children, parent-child relationships, and levels of parental involvement in terms of both
study and socialization within Korean families in today’s consumption-oriented society,
I In-depth interviews were utilized to understand the detailed processes involved. The
interviews were conducted with 36 parents between July and November, 2007,

The research findings suggest that the shifting tastes or consumption patterns of
adolescents have not influenced the family socialization process to any great extent,
Parents have high expectations for their children in terms of their academic achievement
and tend to evaluate their children according to their study habits and school records,
Since children are interested in a great many other things than studying, the differences
in both desires and interests cause conflicts between parents and children, While
parents’ expectations regarding academic performance increases in line with a child's
progression through higher levels of schooling, parents’ utilization of informal
networks to acquire information on the next stage of education are greater among
parents of children in primary schools than those in secondary schools. This study
concludes that parents’ high expectations of their children and excessive involvement
along with a competitive social environment aggravate parent-children relationships.
Korean parents tend to exhibit homogeneous tendencies by taking on elements of the
competitive nature of society than exhibiting more pluralistic values when it comes

to educating their children,

Key Words : socialization of children, parent-children relationship, parental
expectations, involvement, educational zeal
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