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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effects of the Education-Welfare
Investment Priority Area Project :
A Longitudinal Comparison Study between
Participating and Non-Participating Students

Hkk

Lee, Bong-Joo" - Kim, Ye-Sung™ - Kim, Kwang-Hyuk

Even though the Education-Welfare Investment Priority Area Project has been
rapidly expanded as a showcase project for the past 6 years, there has been very
litde evaluation of its effectiveness. Most evaluation studies have focused on
issues pertaining to implementation and have relied heavily on reported levels of
satisfaction, In order to fill this gap in the literature, this study aims to examine
the effectiveness of the Project by investigating the changes in the developmental
outcomes of the students who participated in the Project. The study used data
from the Seoul Child Panel Study, from 2004 to 2006, which included the
students from 6 elementary schools that participated in the Project and those from
5 nonparticipating schools, By comparing developmental outcomes in terms of
school adjustment, psychological adjustment, and behavioral adjustment between
the two groups, the study examined the effects of the Project on children's
outcomes. The results show that the Project had positive effects on children's
outcomes. More specifically, the Project indicated statistically significant effects in

increasing levels of school satisfaction, improving self esteem, and decreasing

*  Seoul National University
** Suwon University
*#* Jeon-Ju University
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A Study on the Effects of the Education-Welfare Investment Priority Area Project :
A Longitudinal Comparison Study between Participating and Non-Participating Students

levels of depression among the students. The results suggest that the Education-
Welfare Investment Priority Area Project has had significant and positive effects on

improving students' school lives and psychological well-being.

Key Words : Education-Welfare Investment Priority Area Project, longitudinal study
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