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ABSTRACT

An Understanding of School Bullying(Wangtta) :
Developmental Trend and Relation to Mental Health

Park, Jong-Hyo"

The current study was aimed to explore developmental trajectories of aggressive
behavior and victimization behavior of bullying, and compare levels of self-esteem,
aggression, and anxiety/depression for three groups which were distinguished from
each other according to existence/nonexistence of bullying behavior across three
time points. The data set of Korean Youth Panel Study (Cohorts of middle school
2nd graders) were utilized for the current study., HLM results showed that both
aggressive and victimization behavior decreased rapidly with age but the rate of
drop decelerated, This pattern does not differ for male and female students. Two-
way ANOVA results showed that persistent/worse group had lower levels of self-
esteem and higher levels of anxiety/depression for both aggressor and victim groups.
Even female aggressors had higher levels of aggression than male aggressors for
both temporary/better and persistent/worse groups. Discussed were Implications
for development in prevention and intervention programs targeting youths who

involved in bullying behavior,
Key Words - bullying, aggressor, victim, developmental trend, mental health, HLM
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