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ABSTRACT

Comparative Study on Life Experiences of Young
Vocational School Youths and Street Youths : Focusing
on the Difficulties the Youths Experience Post Dropout

Seo, Jeong-A - Kweon, Hae-Soo™ - Jung, Chan-Suk™

In this study, we compared the life experiences of young vocational school
youths and street youths to identify differentiated support to provide youths who
have dropped out of school.

Theoretical considerations were made in defining the concept of street youths
and understand their types, based on which group interviews were conducted to
determine the ‘difficulties they have suffered after dropping out of school.’

In this study, we used the concept mapping research method, which complements
the weaknesses of quantitative and qualitative studies, to examine 21 young vocational
school youths and 10 street youths, The results of the investigation were analyzed
using Concept Systems Program Version 4.

The results are listed below.

First, the difficulties experienced by young vocational school youths are divided
into 14 categories, which are placed in the order of their predominance: ‘having

disadvantageous surroundings,” ‘having limitation in their vocational training system,

%

National Youth Policy Institute
**  Korea Youth Counseling Institute
*+ PSI Consulting (formerly, Korea Youth Counseling Institute)
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and ‘actually unaware of how to receive help and are unable to receive sufficient
help when otherwise available,’

Second, the difficulties encountered by street youths are classified into eight
categories and placed in this order: ‘getting very angry because people regard me
as a bad youth, ‘parents and other adults began treating me differently after I
dropped out of school, ‘feeling fearful of possible disadvantages 1 will suffer in
terms of economy and status and ‘experiencing psychological conflict whenever 1
want to play and, at the same time, have to go to school,’

The following are the conclusive discussions:

First, the difficulties commonly encountered by school dropouts include social
prejudice and discrimination, being severed from teachers and friends after dropping
out, discomfort in relations with family members and relatives, psychological and
emotional dilemmas brought about by dropping out of school, exclusion from
various privileges offered to ‘students, disappointment and uncertainty about the
future due to the loss of goals in life, and lack of social support.

Second, in terms of living spheres, vocational school youths suffer obstacles to
future academic achievements, inherent limits in the vocational training system,
and disadvantageous surroundings, whereas street youths encounter difficulties for
neglecting the seriousness of dropping out of school and of the subsequent
severe social prejudice.

Finally, we present alternative policies that can be individually or commonly

offered to street youths,

Key Words : school dropout, vocational school youth, street youth, difficulties,

concept mapping
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